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Mark your calendar for

September 16 & 17, 2016
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A Step Back In Time - By Bill Dinkins
Have you ever wanted to step back in time and see what things
were really like for your Grandparents or even great Grandparents?
Now you can! The Colonial Homestead, owned by Dan Raber
and located in an 1870’s building, is that step back and features a
vast array of antiques and one-of-a-kind tools, pieces of furniture
and custom services. Located in Millersburg, Ohio, the heart of
Amish country, its definitely a “must see” when visiting there.
Entering the brick structure you are greeted with the alluring
aroma of fresh brewed coffee and wood shavings; two scents that
invite you in to this extraordinary shop.
Dan operates his business with strict adherence to the “U”
test. Items must be Useful, Usable, and Unique. And, any new
items must be handmade by artisans, and historically-accurate.
You will never find any mass-produced or imported items.
The front room includes old cast
iron pans, dozens of hand-forged
hooks, tin ware, lamps, wooden
spoons and turned bowls, brass and
copper pots, coffee grinders, sausage
presses - virtually any item you would
find in Grandma’s farm house. Other
rooms include textiles, quilts - and for
Grandpa; muzzleloaders, buck skinning
items, custom flintlocks and related
parts, custom knives, furs, period
clothing, and pack baskets.
Downstairs, an impressive
collection of pitchforks, shovels, adzes,
and axes line the heavy stone walls.
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Here in north central Ohio we are
having a pleasant Indian summer. The
past two years we have had somewhat
rough winters. While this is not good
for business, especially not for the
building industry, I personally rather
enjoyed it! There is nothing like being
curled up enjoying a good book, with
the family gathered around playing a
game of monopoly, next to a crackling
fire, while the wind and snow is howling
and blowing outside. And I can’t think
of anywhere that I’d rather experience
this than in a warm and cozy log home.
Surely the saying,” I’d rather be at the
cabin” rings true here.
If you’re thinking of building in 2016 we
recommend that you get started early
with your design work, meaning now!
Experts are telling us that housing will
grow 27% in 2016! That’s astronomical!
There’s no way that the industry can
meet that kind of growth. Obviously,
prices for homes will be under a
tremendous upward pressure. Builders
are already getting booked for next year.
On top of all that, this is the last call for
today’s low mortgage rates. All of us
know that they can’t go anywhere but
up. Providing you have land to build, our
saying, “it’s never too early to start the
design process”, applies here!
Don’t forget to pencil in Log Cabin Days
2016! Tentative dates are Friday, Sept.
the 16th and Saturday, Sept. the 17th.

2016 will mark an important milestone in the history of
Hochstetler Milling - their 30th Anniversary! The blueprint to
the company’s steady growth has been its determination to stick
to its mission statement and provide the highest quality materials
for a fair and honest price. This continued growth, even in times
of a sluggish economy, is proof positive that the American dream
is still alive.
Levi Hochstetler, the Amish Founder, attended school until
the 8th grade before embarking on his career in the building
trades. While most of us would view this lack of more advanced
education a disadvantage, Levi insists it is actually an advantage
since Amish get a “jump start” on their career with hands-on
experience at an earlier age. “Personally, being an avid reader, and
reading any self-help books and magazines that I could get my
hands on, including anything from an encyclopedia to the IRS
1040 instruction book, helped enhance my education.”
His parents sold him a 2-acre field off the farm “to be paid
later” - on Earnest Road, near Amity, to set up the planer mill.
The field was covered in corn, so the first order of business was to make a clearing. An 8’x20’ concrete slab was poured for the planer and the
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By Levi Hochstetler

Hochstetler Milling’s 30th Anniversary - By Bill Dinkins

Change Service Requested

VIEW
FROM
THE MILL

Hochstetler Milling’s 30th Anniversary FEATURED FLOOR PLAN

HERITAGE SERIES

Timberwind
Sq. ft. 1795
3 BR / 2 BA

continued from page 1
humble beginnings of Hochstetler Milling was literally, “off the ground.” The planer was powered
by an 8-cylinder International gas motor taken from a truck with the shifting apparatus left intact so
it could be used as a clutch. A governor had to be added to keep up with the variable loads. For the
blower, an engine from a Jeep was used. This was set up on a metal stand, along with the blower. And
for the first couple years, shavings were blown out on a pile.
Everything was set up direct motor drive with belts and pulleys. True to Amish tradition
no electricity was used. Surprisingly, this can still be the most cost-effective way to power heavy
machinery. With air clutches and guards, it can also be as safe and convenient as electricity.
“The planer itself was an older 4-sided timber sizer weighing about 9 tons. It had heavy-duty
continuous lubrication and was able to smooth-plane all four sides in one pass, with a capacity of 15
x 30 - although we never planed anything that large,” Levi said.
Finally, the moment of truth arrived and the engines fired up. “How gratifying it was to see the
results of all our hard work - rough material going in one end and smooth material coming out the
other,” he added.
At first, two people rolled and tugged heavy cants onto the feed rolls and pushed them into the
planer. Each evening the old planer was “put to bed” with heavy tarps covering it since there was no
building to house it. After the first year, a small roof was added so employees would not have to mess
with the tarps.
“We used to have to change the knives in the winter while trying to stay warm under the tarps.
That makes me more thankful for the nice heated building we have now,” Levi stated with open arms.
Most of the early jobs were custom milling for homeowners that had there own material. Today,
Hochstetler still does some custom milling but it is a relatively small part of the business.

This article will be continued in our next issue.

Welcome to the majestic Timberwind! This home has the traditional
rugged look of the historic Adirondack homes but with upgrades
that will make today’s lifestyles more relaxing and carefree.
For instance, the master bedroom with its own private bath large
enough for a hot tub; a den or office conveniently located next
door; and a laundry room off the kitchen. The awe-inspiring great
room has a large stone fireplace and exposed timber ceiling.
Outside, the rear covered porch is easily accessed from the
dining area.

The shop in 1987 with a roof over the planer.
Notice the red muffler from the International motor.

The shop today.
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A Step Back In Time - continued from page 1
Miscellaneous tools for the farm, including hard-to-find barn hardware and old wooden pulleys
fill out
the room.
This
article
along with 9 Steps to a Good Log Home are available in booklet form.

COME ONE, COME ALL!

HOLIDAY
OPEN HOUSE
AT HOCHSTETLER

The tool room is the “heartthrob” of the business. It is a handyman’s dream! Imagine, if you
will,
close toto4,000
tools of every
description
to supply
any trade
from woodworking,
Send $5.00
Hochstetler
Milling
at 552 Hwy.
95, virtually
Loudonville,
OH-44842
blacksmithing, leather working, coopering, bookbinding, weaving, and timber framing.
Dan’s workshop is in the rear of the store and likely where you’ll find him. Currently, he’s
finishing a massive kitchen table made from quarter-sawn White Oak from the customer’s own
land. It is completely hand made with mortise-and-tenon joinery, breadboard top and wooden
pegs. This is a table that will be an heirloom long after we are gone since he uses proper joinery.
This is indicative of what Colonial Homestead is all about. Providing furniture, tools and services
that will LAST. “Anything we sell is period-appropriate or original to the 1700-1800s.”

continued on page 6

Visit our models and get in
the Christmas spirit at our
Annual Open House!
Its that time of year when we wish to invite you to come in
and enjoy the casual and relaxing lifestyle that makes a log
home so special. Refreshments will be served.
This is also an ideal time to discuss your building plans with
our experienced design staff and get a free, no-obligation
estimate. Our McKay model is at the intersection of hwy. 60
and 95, 5 mi. north of Loudonville, Ohio. The second model,
the Black Fork is only 1/2 mi. up the hill on hwy. 60 (552
Hwy 95, Loudonville, Ohio).
Open House days are: December 26, 28-31 & January 2 from
9am-5pm. Closed Dec. 24,25 and Jan.1.
We hope to see you!
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Nature

IN TUNE WITH

B

Bob and Lori Liszka have always loved the great outdoors so when the
opportunity came up to buy 46 acres of prime hunting land near Jamestown,
Pennsylvania, it was too good to pass up. This would be a welcome weekend
retreat from their hectic schedules and allow them to relax in the comfortable
environment they both envisioned.
Although Lori had always dreamt of living in a log home, it wasn’t until they
visited Hochstetler Milling’s McKay model that Bob fell in love with it as well.
They loved the basic layout of the McKay but wanted to make a few changes to
take advantage of their property’s scenic landscape. Steve Lykins, Hochstetler’s
in-house designer, helped them with the revised floor plan. A larger sunroom was
added off the great room with a double-sided fireplace in-between. A long-time
friend, Ron Brown, built both fireplaces and laid the cultured stone on each.
They added plenty of windows to view the pond and adjoining field - specifically
planted with wintergreen and soybeans for deer. One day last winter, 23 whitetails
suddenly showed up for dinner, pawing through the knee-deep snow to feast on
the plants. In fact, Bob’s trophy 8pt. buck came from this field - only 100 yards
from their house! And no, he didn’t shoot it from the porch.
In the kitchen, Lori had a large picture window placed above the sink to give
them a panoramic view of the woods out back and home to the abundant wildlife
- deer, squirrels, raccoons, and turkeys. A pantry with a beautiful cut glass door was
also added - conveniently located next to the kitchen off the hallway. Upstairs, they
combined the two small bedrooms in the
McKay plan to form one large bedroom.
Lori collected articles from the internet
and log home magazines for many of her
decorating ideas. She even went a step
further in keeping with her monochromatic
color scheme. The brown stones in the
fireplace match the brown shades in the
huge elk mount majestically overlooking
the mantel. Incidentally, the mantel was cut
from an old beam that was in a neighbor’s
barn that was being razed. The island in
the kitchen also has stones matching the
fireplace and a granite counter top which
matches the kitchen counters. Limiting
drywall, Lori has done a masterful job of
introducing various shades of wood, such as
Hickory in the floors, Birch in the kitchen
cabinets, and quarter-sawn oak in an
antique secretary.
Outside, Bob enjoys his growing maple syrup operation. He has tapped into
1,300 trees which produce over 400 gallons of pure Maple syrup. It is a timeconsuming chore, but well worth it on a cold winter’s day when
poured on a stack of hot flapjacks.
The Liszka’s started building their dream home in 2014, and
worked part time with their builder, W & W Construction, to
complete it on their anniversary, May 22, 2015. Now that they’ve
checked, “ build a log home”, off their bucket list, they couldn’t be
happier. It is everything that they had hoped for - and more.
I think a sign hanging above their fireplace sums up their
gracious nature, “Sit long - talk much.” And, judging by their
contentment they’ll be sitting there a long time!

For additional information about the home of Bob & Lori
Liszka, please contact Hochstetler Milling at
800-368-1015.

SECOND FLOOR

FIRST FLOOR

Colonial Homestead - continued from page 3
“Next door is our new addition, Colonial Homestead’s Fine Period furniture Gallery,
one of Ohio’s finest selection of pre-1900 antique furniture and furnishings. The gallery
features a selection of Ohio, Pennsylvania, New York and East Coast pieces as old as the
early 1700’s.
Dan focuses on educating clients on selecting period-appropriate decor for their home.
Items that have already stood the test of time and are an investment in the past, for the future.
“My dream is the same as many others - a small place to call one’s own: a workshop
stocked with tools to build handmade items, a barn for a few horses (namely Morgans), a
couple dogs and cats, and enough land for an orchard and a garden. All surrounding a little
timber-framed house, full of good books, fine furniture, and friends to share it with.”
And, he wants to fulfill this dream for others. If you love the unique lifestyle that your
grandparents found so endearing and rewarding and wish to start your own dream let
Colonial Homestead give you a hand!

Dan E. Raber ~ Proprietor

144A W. Jackson St. • Millersburg, OH 44654 • Phone: 330-600-9445

Hours: Mon by Appt. or Chance • Tuesday - Saturday 9am - 5pm • Closed Sunday

• Handmade Furniture crafted on site
• Hand Forged Iron Ware
• Wooden Housewares
• Handtools
• Woodworking Classes
• Furniture Restoration
• Craft Demos
• Muzzleloading Supplies
Purveyor of fine handmade furniture,
tools and the highest quality period furnishings
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... HOCHSTETLER MILLING and
Black Fork Model Home
... McKay Model Home
... Colonial Homestead
... Comfort Inn & Suites
... Eicher Woodworking
... Farm Credit Mid-America (2 locations)
... Lehman’s
... Miller’s Rustic Furniture
... Mohican Little Brown Inn
... Mohican Lodge and Conference Center
... Mt. Hope Planing, LTD.
... Mt. Hope Timbers
... Quality Inn & Suites
... Woodland Rose Log Finishing

Register now for our
Professional Log Home
Builder Seminar

7928 State Route 241
Millersburg, Ohio 44654

330-674-1838
Fax: 330-674-0019

G SPECI
AL
RIN
P
S

189

$

Learn from the experts how to build log
homes at our 3-day “Hands - On” Seminar,
March 8, 9 & 10.

per person

• Log stacking and construction demos by
instructors - plus “hands-on” workshops
• You will learn what’s involved in the
process from start to finish that’s
unique to log home contruction

• Free lunch provided 3 days
• Tour of our state-of-the-art kiln and
mill facilities
• Tour of our two model log homes

the Cabin Store

Rustic Log Furniture (Aspen, Pine, Hickory)
Lodge Rugs • Custom-Made Furniture
Reclaimed Barn Wood • Barn Beam Mantels

Professional Log Home Builder Seminar $169
Please fill out this
application and
return with your
payment of $189.
This limited time
offer is only available
to the first 12 people
that apply. Each
person may bring
one guest at no
additional cost.
Call 419-368-0009 for
more information.

Method of Payment:
VISA
Check
#
(enclosed)
MasterCard
#

Expiration
Expiration

Name

Phone

Address
City

Zip

State

Signature

Date

Are you bringing a guest?

Yes

No

Return to: Hochstetler Milling, Ltd., 552 Hwy. 95, Loudonville, OH 44842

Register now for our
“Do-it-Yourself” Building
Seminar

G SPECI
AL
RIN
SP

149

$

Learn from the experts how to build
your dream log home at our 2-day
“Hands - On” Seminar, April 22 & 23.

per person

D.I.Y. Log Home Building Seminar $149

Call 800-368-1015 for
more information.

“Rustic, but Comfortable”

HICKORY
ASPEN

• Log stacking and construction demos by • Free lunch provided both days
instructors - plus ‘hands-on’ workshops • Tour of our state-of-the-art kiln and
• What’s involved - from building it
mill facilities
yourself to being your own General
• Tour of our two model log homes
Contractor

Please fill out this
application and return
with your payment of
$149. This offer is
only available to the
first 12 people that
apply. Each person
may bring one guest at
no additional cost.

Large Selection!

Method of Payment:
VISA
Check
#
(enclosed)
MasterCard
#

RECLAIMED
RED CEDAR
HAND HEWN
BARN WOOD
SLAB TABLES

Expiration
Expiration

Name

Phone

Address
City

Zip

State

Signature

Are you bringing a guest?

PINE

Date

Yes

No

Return to: Hochstetler Milling, Ltd., 552 Hwy. 95, Loudonville, OH 44842

Bedroom • Din

ing • Living Room • Occasional

330-674-9709

6101 County Road 68
Millersburg, Ohio 44654
www.millersrusticfurniture.com
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CABIN FEVER

“Soupe du jour” by Bill Dinkins

My late father-in-law, Rich, was a true “4-season” outdoorsman. In the spring and summer
it was mostly fishing, and in the fall and winter, hunting. On one of his yearly fishing trips
to Canada he decided to try something different - trapping. Specifically, trapping turtles.
Having heard from his friends that turtle soup was indeed a succulent treat and prized by
many ethnic restaurants, he decided to try and catch a few. In fact, he made arrangements
with Hans, the owner of an old German restaurant in town to do just that.
Upon arriving at the small lake north of Peterborough, Ontario, he set out his turtle trap
baited with chicken necks. Next morning, he went to check the trap and sure enough, he
had captured a large snapping turtle. The next step - how to transfer this cantankerous
critter to the crate he had fashioned from wood and chicken wire. He quickly grabbed the
“snapper” by the tail and, in one motion, tossed him into the crate. Secured with a heavy
lid and placed in the shallow water this should keep the turtle confined and content.
Each day, baited with chicken parts, the trap would catch another turtle - and, each day
one more was added to the crate. This was working great! At week’s end he had 6 nice
“snappers” and could only imagine the reception he would get back home at the small
neighborhood restaurant with Hans looking on. He even envisioned a new soupe du jour turtle soup!
The morning of his departure, the family took down the tent, gathered up all their
belongings and prepared for the long trip back home with his hefty load of turtles securely
enclosed in their chicken wire “home”. The money he would get from them would help
pay for the trip and maybe purchase a few of his secret “Paul Bunyan” fishing lures to boot.
But reaching the water’s edge he was in for a big surprise. Instead of having the 6 turtles peering menacingly up at him there was just one! His face turned as red as his
suspenders as he glared at the remaining culprit. After pondering what happened to the others he reached the disturbing conclusion. The turtles, either by intent or plain dumb
luck, had all moved to a corner, climbed on top of one another and escaped, one by one, until the last turtle could not reach the top. Bummer!
Needless to say, turtles and turtle soup were hot topics of conversation at every special family event for many years - much to everyone’s amusement and Rich’s
embarrassment.

Do you have an interesting short story about a favorite memory of a log home? Maybe it’s a childhood vacation, a weekend at the lake, or a day visiting a friend. Whatever
you remember and love to tell others qualifies. Don’t forget - a picture to go with your story makes it even more interesting. Please mail your submission to Hochstetler Milling,
552 Hwy. 95, Loudonville, OH 44842. Hope to read about your log home adventure in a future issue!

CONSTRUCTION LOANS

Build your home,
then live in it.
All with the
same loan.

Mansfield Office
875 N. Lexington-Springmill Road
Mansfield, OH 44906 | 419-747-4111
Oberlin Office
530 S. Main St.
Oberlin, OH 44074 | 440-775-4028
Wooster Office
382 W. Liberty Street
Wooster, OH 44691 | 330-264-2451
e-farmcredit.com

By Mt. Hope Planing

www.craftedinohio.com/mhp
Toll Free (888) 549-2524
• Large Selection of Woods and Sizes
• Numerous Stain and Finish Options

7598 TR 652 | Millersburg, Ohio 44654
• Custom Hand-Planing and Distressing
• Installation Available!

