Living the Log Home Lifestyle

The crackle and aroma of a cozy log fire
in an open fireplace is delightful on a
cold winter night.
And open wood fireplaces do put out
a lot of heat. Unfortunately, most of it
goes right up the chimney. A woodburning insert, however, is made to be
extremely energy-efficient, and to provide a cleaner burn than a wood furnace
or typical fireplace.
A wood-burning insert may be used to
refurbish an existing fireplace, or to finish
a fireplace in a new construction. These
inserts are self-contained and relatively
easy to install, with all the components
needed to provide the warmth of a real
wood fireplace in one energy-efficient
package. The front of the wood-burning

insert is generally encased in
glass and an adjustable fan
blows a stream of heated air
into the room through vents.
While fireplace inserts come
in many sizes, getting the right
size for your space will save
time, money and certainly frustration. The size you need is
based on the size of the opening
of the existing fireplace.
A wood stove, while it can
be installed in masonry chimney (this is very common in Europe) is most often freestanding.
It is important to buy the right size
stove and chimney for your home. People
often purchase too powerful a stove for

their home. An oversized stove is a potential fire hazard, because it’s often operated
in an extremely “slow fired” condition,
continued on page 2

Log Cabin Days Was a Huge Success
By Levi Hochstetler

continued on page 6

Hochstetler Milling, LTD

The 3rd Anual Log Cabin Days at Hochstetler Milling, near Loudonville, Ohio,
has become a much anticipated and attended event for visitors far and wide. The
festive 2-day family event, held September 17 and 18, drew over 3,200 people
from as far away as England and Canada, and from 25 states nationwide, including Arizona, Texas, and Oklahoma. There certainly was no shortage of things to
see and do. Encouraged by the turnout, lumberjacks competed in events like axethrowing and crosscut sawing, while builders were busy raising an authentic log
cabin, and craftsmen demonstrated how
logs are hand-peeled and hand-hewed.
Kids were entertained by Johnny Appleseed's stories and Amish buggy rides.
One of the highlights of Log Cabin
Days was the Log Home Tour. This year,
for a small donation to the American
Cancer Society, guests were able to go
through 7 local homes and experience
the log home lifestyle first-hand. In addition, many toured our McKay and Black
Fork models. The mill and kiln were also
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It seems no sooner do we survive
the Christmas season then around
comes Christmas again. With all the
shopping for gifts (appropriate gifts),
family and friends getting together,
preparing meals, candy and etc.,
along with all the other additional
things, it's hard to get anything done
during December. I don't want to
sound like I'm complaining though,
as what if we wouldn't be able to
shop, had no friends and family, or
had no food to prepare? So maybe I'd
better be thankful that it's hard to get
anything done in December.
Between Christmas and New Year
is an excellent opportunity to visit our
models and sit down and have some
quality time with one of our consultants. I suggest you make an appointment early so we can better
accommodate your plans and be the
most helpful.
Our hope is that all of you that attended Log Cabin Days found it beneficial, educational, and enjoyable. We
certainly enjoyed having you. It's a
good time to visit with old friends and
make some new ones as well.
We can't thank the area homeowners enough for opening their
homes to the log home tour. Over
$2,500 was raised to fight a terrible
disease. The question may come up
why the Cancer Society and not some
other charity. At one time we had two
employees that lost their spouse to
cancer and two who were fighting
cancer themselves. (Fortunately they
are survivors). So as a company, what
better, more appropriate
charity could be supported?

By Glenda Lehman Ervin
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By Levi Hochstetler

A wood burning stove or insert;
which is right for you?
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FEATURED FLOOR PLAN

The Clear Fork

One word describes the Clear Fork - majestic! So
whether it overlooks a lake or a scenic landscape, it offers an unobstructed view from the rear, inside and
out. Inside, the great room features a centrally located
fireplace, a magnificent exposed timbered ceiling and
easy access to the rear deck; a chef-size kitchen with
convenient food prep and serving island, and built-in
pantry; a master bedroom with attached master bath
and walk -in closet; and laundry room with convenient
door leading into a walk-in closet. The study is just oﬀ
the entry but could easily be a fourth bedroom. Upstairs, two large bedrooms flank the loft, which overlooks the great room and has a great view of the
landscape through the large, floor-to-ceiling windows.
Spacious, convenient and practical!
This is a home you’ll be proud to own and your
guests will be anxious to visit.

Stove or Insert?
continued from front page
which leads to creosote buildup. And that increases the risk of chimney fires.
Your stove will need a professionally installed chimney that is safe and efficient.
Even if your current home has a chimney, it
might not be the right size and this could
add substantial expense to your stove purchase. Chimneys can vent through the roof,
or through an outside wall.
Both wood stoves and pellet stoves come
in a variety of designs, from elegant built-in
fireplaces to old-fashioned stovepipes. The
wood fireplace insert comes in standard
sizes, or can be a custom fit.
Whether you choose to burn wood in a traditional stove, or a modern insert, ask yourself
these questions before you buy:
1) What is my budget? Many people oversize the stove for their living space.
2) Where is my fuel source? Do you have
access to free firewood? Someone to
chop it and a place to store it?
3) Style – if the insert or stove is going to
the centerpiece of your new home,
make sure you are happy with the way
it looks.
4) Features – some people want a larger
glass area to view the fire. Others may
have an unusual room layout that must
work with the stove or insert.
5) Manufacturer’s reputation – all the
major brands produce wonderful products, but make sure you buy from a
dealer with experience, service and provides installation.
6) Material – when buying a stove, you
will look at steel, cast iron or soapstone.
7) Output – how much space are you heating? Is this product your sole heat source,
or a secondary back up?
8) Choosing the right location for the stove
may be the most important decision you
must make. The heater should be located
in the part of the house you want to be
the warmest – typically the family room
or kitchen on the main level.
In summary, do your research, for the long
lasting warmth of dependable service outweighs hasty decisions.
Glenda Lehman Ervin is a Vice-President
at Lehman’s in Kidron, OH.
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Rob Spencer and his wife weren't sure
what type of house they wanted to build on
their property in Canfield, Ohio. That was
until they visited the model log home at
Hochstetler Milling in Loudonville.
"When we first walked in, I just stood
frozen inside the front door, looking up and
around in utter amazement," Rob recalled.
"We felt so at home, and knew immediately
this was what we wanted to build."
The Spencers modeled their home after
the McKay design, but with several custom
changes from the standard floor plan. Rob says
the guys at Hochstetler Milling were fantastic
to work with in altering the original design.
"We added a garage, laundry room, and
1/2 bath. They also redesigned our upstairs
bedroom and bath, and added a cat walk
that gives us an amazing view of the house!"
The Spencers also extended the sunroom
in the back of the home to encompass the
entire length of the house. It's easy to see
why this became one their favorite rooms.
With blueprints in hand, Rob and his
wife selected Raymar Log Homes as their
builder. The project began in September
2005, and Sam Yoder and his crew were
wonderful in accommodating all the
Spencers' wants and needs. "We were on
site with them every day. They didn't mind
our questions, and were very helpful with
decisions along the way."
"There was a space above the garage
that was originally intended for storage. But
with Sam's suggestion, we added a door
leading from our loft and turned this space
into a theater room, complete with carpet
on the walls to help
with soundproofing and
adding to the theater
experience."
The builder also incorporated radiant heating in the basement floor,
which along with the
wood burning/gas fireplace, helps to heat the
entire house. They combine to create a warm
and cozy feel to the
home that is another of
the Spencers' favorite
features.
Other fun features of
the home include
pocket doors and sliding
barn doors, which funcBUILDER: Raymar Log Homes
LOG HOME PROVIDER: Hochstetler Milling tion well and add to the
MODEL: McKay
rustic look. Many visiPHOTO CREDIT: Hansen Photography
tors comment on the

4 • See our Mill-Direct Newsletter online at... Mill-Direct.Henley-Graphics.com

"trough-style" faucet in their 1/2 bath, as well
as the vessel sink in the guest bathroom. Rob
and his wife did much of the inside work, such
as the flooring and staining, themselves. And
as llama breeders, they have been able to incorporate hand-made llama rugs beautifully
into their home's decor.
"We had a great experience building and
furnishing our log home," Rob concluded.
"And we welcome anyone interested in seeing
our home to give us a call and we will be glad
to show it to them and answer any questions."

SECOND FLOOR

Would you like to have your home featured
in a future issue? Please submit pictures and
a few words to Hochstetler Milling, 552 St.
Rt. 95, Loudonville, OH 44842. If selected,
someone will call you for an interview.

FIRST FLOOR
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Log Cabin Days - Success continued from front page
in operation and provided a behind-thescenes look at logs being processed. Still
others took the educational forestry tour.
Over 30 booths exhibited log home
furniture and furnishings, windows, doors,
cabinetry, and stains. Companies like Andersen, Sikkens, and Farm Credit Services
were on hand to answer questions. Information on planning, financing, building
and maintaining a log home was also
available in the workshops and booths.
A silent auction of numerous craft
items and highlighted by a kitchen cabinet to fit the Hudson or the McKay models, was generously donated by Eicher
Woodworking of Loudonville, and went
for $3,500. Other items from a log cabin
quilt, log cabin birdhouses, and a breakfast
for 10, to windmills attracted many folks.
An authentic 13' x 24' log cabin with an
8' porch was built by Raymar Log Homes of
Sugarcreek, Ohio during the event and auctioned off Saturday. The weather-tight
cabin came complete with doors, windows,

and roof - ready to be trailored to the building site. The winning bidder, Andy Kauffman of Applecreek, Ohio paid the bargain
price of $11,500 for it.
Competitive events and prize drawings proved popular once more and winners were rewarded with nice prizes.
Mahlon Hochstetler won a Dewalt 1/2"
drive electric drill in the log stacking
contest, while 7 lucky people won prizes
ranging from flashlights to a Black and
Decker Cordless Drill in the Hodell
Natco drawing. Julie Davis of Ashland
won the chainsaw carving, a 3' black
bear. 121 families signed up for the free
packet of eastern white pine seedlings
sponsored by Hochstetler Milling. They
will be shipped out in April 2011.
In the lumberjack competition, Friday's winners were: Jim Dusthimer (axethrowing), Jim and Derek Dusthimer
(2-man crosscut), and Rick Hawkins
(chopping). Saturday's winners were:
Dave Berlet (axe-throwing), Jim and
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Derek Dusthimer (2-man crosscut),
and Rick Hawkins (chopping).
Angie Filbert teamed up with Derek
to win the "Jack and Jill" crosscut
both days. The lumberjack competition was sponsored by First Knox
National Bank, Rick Hawkins Lumber, Jerry Harris B.P., Hipp Trucking,
Troyer Gas, and Hochstetler Milling.
No event would be complete
without some lip-smacking good
food and there was no shortage of
that. In the concession tent chicken barbeque, burgers and hot dogs, kettlecooked baked beans, potato salad, and
Amish pies highlighted the menu.
Homemade ice cream was also available
with proceeds benefiting the local Mohican Parochial School.
Other homemade treats included outdoor open-fire kettle cooked popcorn and
apple butter, along with fresh-pressed apple
cider made with an antique cider press.
Fri-pies highlighted the ever-popular
Amish-made pastries, including bread, cinnamon rolls, and pies ranging from pecan to
elderberry. Locally grown produce and
organically raised grain cereal mixes were a

nice fit to Log Cabin Days as well.
I personally, on behalf of
Hochstetler Milling, along with Suzi
Piskur of the American Cancer Society,
and Delbert Yoder of the Mohican
Parochial School, wish to thank everyone for their continued support for the
Log Cabin Days fundraiser. Special
thanks go to the homeowners who
opened their homes to the tour, along
with the many volunteers who helped
make this event a resounding success.
We are always looking for ways to improve “Log Cabin Days”. Please forward
your ideas to my attention. The tentative
date for next year is September 16 & 17.
Hope to see you there.

The Back 40
QUESTION: We're considering butt & pass corners because that's what we both
think is what looks the best. A friend of ours built a log home using a saddle notch
saying it's a lot stronger than a butt & pass joint. Is that true?
ANSWER: While it might be true that saddle notch or dovetail corners are
stronger than butt & pass, be assured that even a butt & pass joint of a log home is
many times stronger than a corner of a conventional home with studs. Normally
with it you get a single lap on top plate fastened with two 16-penny nails. If you're
lucky the builder puts 7/16 OSB with some glue and 7-penny nails overlapping the
corner to help make it hang together. The answer is obvious - use the corner that
best fits your taste. It will be plenty strong enough.
Other valid things to take into consideration is when building with a square log
such as 6 x 12s and 8 x 12s, they lend themselves to dovetails which gives a traditional look. On the other hand, 8 x 8 double round seems to want a saddle notch
instead.
Historically, in the northeast dovetails were very common, and in the west saddle
notch would have been more common.
If you have a question, please submit to Levi Hochstetler at 1-800-368-1015 or
mail to Hochstetler Milling, 552 St. Rt. 95, Loudonville, OH 44842.

There are still many places in North
Central, Ohio, near Mohican State Park,
that are suitable for that dream come
true – a log cabin hideaway. While
spending most of my livelihood in the
building trade and having a keen interest
in early American culture, I also have an
avid admiration in the natural environment surrounding the area.
I was attracted to a forty-acre parcel
tucked in a secluded location not far from
our home, and was able to purchase it
back in 1999. The land offered numerous
natural things I had dreamed of as a young
lad. Among the eighteen acres of large
white pines, there were five to six acres of
red pines that adjoined around eight acres
of mixed hardwood timber, creating prime
habitat for an abundance of wildlife.
Another natural asset was an undeveloped spring located in such an unusual elevation that I realized I could
develop it into a real dream come true a water source to supply our future fresh
water needs. It also contributed to a nice
sized pond that also came into reality.
After building a driveway to the back-

By Paul Yoder

side, I cleaned out a low winding stream
area and built the pond. Watching it fill
with crystal clear water and stocking it
with various species of fish was a dream
come true in its own way.
I wanted to see how this would impact the general area where we intended
to build. So with a log cabin in mind and
some careful planning, a timber frame
covered bridge was designed and engineered. Not only would it serve as a footcontinued on page 8
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The Back 40 continued from previous page
bridge to span the stream
leading to the building
site, but was also strong
enough to carry my eight
ton dozer across it. Actually I wanted to store the
dozer in the shelter of
the bridge during winter.
Underneath the bridge, I
designed a sling and a
hand winch to draw my
16' boat out of the water
for the cold winter months.
The bridge was named Sararay Bridge,
with regards to our two oldest daughters,
Sarah and Rachel. It was the unloading
spot for some of the building materials,
like the Anderson Windows and lumber,
until they were needed.
Nestled at the far side of the water
against the red pines and among some
tall original trees, we built the cabin with
the basement floor only six to eight
inches above the water level of the pond.
It was a challenge, but well worth the
effort to transport the materials in place.
Sometimes I used my horse and wagon to
haul things the last leg of the way. I also
took advantage of the driest part of the
summer, even taking the time of day into
consideration, to bring in loaded trucks.
Delivering concrete in trucks that gross out
at 30 tons across the half-moon 150-foot
dam and along the woods and water's edge
to the cabin site was a real one-of-a-kind
experience for most of the delivery truck
drivers! Even now, after all is seeded back
and finished up, it remains a mystery to
some people as to how it was even possible.
As stated earlier about the basement
floor of the cabin, not only was this a much
added value in space, it created a place for
a wood burner that heated the basement,
including a kitchenette, an extra bedroom,
and a walk-in closet. It is a feature I would
advise other landowners who are planning

to build to consider, with few exceptions.
For instance, in our geographical location, we need to realize a minimum of
36-inch frost footings. So with very little
additional expense, a full basement will
usually double the floor space in most
cases, and is effectively the lowest square
foot cost in a common structure. So I
took advantage of this, and with a standard sub floor finished, was now ready to
start with the logs that were provided by
Hochstetler Milling.
I chose the 8 x 8 double round saddle
notch, and a hand-peeled red pine exposed timbered loft and roof system, as
well as the half log heavy timbered staircases and matching full round porch posts
and railings. (Look for additional details
on building the cabin in a later issue.)
It was a rewarding achievement from
start to finish, especially the fireplace
that served a centerpiece in a late night
show storm, or some homemade stew on
the custom made extendable crane over
the fire. There has been many a pot of
coffee after a chilly ride, or just part of
many occasions with family or friends.
We have many good memories for a
lifetime: from cookouts to an all-time
highlight of waking up at dawn to the
sound of wild turkeys feeding on cracked
corn, and slipping outside on the front
porch with a cup of coffee and watching
deer come to the water's edge for a drink
as the fog rose off the pond in the dawning moments of the morning. I'm often
carefully stepping around some young
late night campers snuggled in sleeping
bags on the floor in front of the fireplace
as I get a refill, and maybe alert anyone
that showed any signs of life that I
thought would enjoy what I enjoy most.
There is just something about the first
light of day out in the wilderness amidst
God's awesome beauty, and to be undisturbed with the pressures of the common
life and just enjoy nature at its best!

CABIN FEVER

By Bruce Poplin

The sun was just peaking over the distant shoreline and the sweet smell of pine filled
the air. Birds were chirping and the mosquitoes had retired to wherever they go during the
day. It was the perfect start to a beautiful day in the Canadian wilderness.
Our company's president had invited several employees to join him at a fishing camp
northwest of Ottawa, Canada. After fishing the main lake for several days and catching a few
smallmouth, we were anxious to try another lake and heard a remote small lake held trout.
My curiosity and thirst for adventure, not to mention I'm a fishing fanatic, got the best of me
and it didn't take much arm-twisting to convince my buddy, Ricky, the trip back would be
worth it. After all, you don't get to fish virgin water for trout back in Ohio very often.
The winding half-mile trail lead us through a dense pine forest until we reached the little lake where crystal clear water and an old rowboat awaited us. Neither of us had the
faintest idea of how to catch trout so I went with my go-to bass lure, a 2" plastic worm. This
should work - the package clearly stated, "Catches all fish, big and small!"
After three drifts Ricky caught the first fish, a feisty 12" trout, which we released. After
catching two more we proudly declared we were trout fisherman and this was a good
start for a gourmet fish dinner, so we put one on the stringer. As we drifted up on the shallow flat as we had done before, I noticed a large rock beside the boat that I hadn't seen before. I told Ricky, who gasped, "That rock is moving." About that time our stringer started
shaking so I grabbed it only to find a huge snapping turtle was on the other end and not
ready to give up the trout. Ricky wasn't the least bit entertained as we watched the turtle
devour our meal. That turtle had to go 40 lbs. - and maybe 43 lbs. when he's done eating!
I felt confident we would catch another trout so we continued our drifts and sure
enough, caught another "keeper." We put him on the stringer and, shortly after, looked
down to see the "rock" again. No more free meals, I thought, so I grabbed the stringer only
to find our visitor had the trout firmly in his jaws with no intention of releasing it. I tried to
coax him to give it up, even grabbed his tail, but he had other plans and I still wanted to
keep all my fingers. We watched as the snapper casually swam away, turning his massive
head once as if to say, "Thanks, guys." You had to be there to enjoy Ricky's tirade... all 6'6"
and 265 lbs. of him yelling at a turtle!
We hope to visit our "friend" again next year when we hope to feature turtle soup on
the menu.
Do you have an interesting short story about a favorite memory of a log home? Maybe it’s a
childhood vacation, a weekend at the lake, or a day visiting a friend. Whatever you remember and love to tell others qualifies. Don’t forget - a picture to go with your story makes it
even more interesting.
Please mail your submission to Hochstetler Milling, 552 St. Rt. 95, Loudonville, OH 44842.
Hope to read about your log home adventure in a future issue!

