Living the Log Home Lifestyle

continued on page 2

Hochstetler Milling, LTD

552 Hwy. 95, Loudonville, OH
800-368-1015
www.HochstetlerLogHomes.com

After the final construction documents (blue prints) are
done, you will need to determine how much you want to be
involved in the construction of your home.
ere are three basic routes you can take, plus anything in
between as well.
#1 Do-It-Yourself - Mostly you do just that, but perhaps you
also subcontract out some items that you don’t want or can’t
do, such as laying blocks, excavating, HVAC, etc. Normally a
log home DIY will be stacking their own logs. You are in fact
both the general contractor and the builder.
#2 Acting as Your Own General Contractor - Here you don’t
actually do the labor, but you take on the responsibility to line
up the diﬀerent subcontractors.
#3 Turnkey Builder Where the Contractor Takes Care of
Everything - It can include land clearing to landscaping and
even interior decorating and finishing if so desired. Mostly it
means give me the key when you are done.
Doing It Yourself or Owner Build - DIY works best if you are
either retired, laid oﬀ, have lots or vacation time or have the
summer oﬀ as someone working for the school system.
ere are two valid reasons to consider DIY: #1 to save
money, and #2 the satisfaction of doing it yourself.
Of the two, saving money is the hardest to justify. In fact,
when you have a good paying job and overtime is available,
you might be money ahead having someone build it for you.
Consider that unless you’re a builder by trade, their output is
going to be twice of yours. Also if a person has to do most of
the work in the evenings it’s disappointing on how little time
there is between rolling out and gathering up cords.
Most likely you’ll have the deck exposed longer by doing it
yourself, which is not good and furthermore you could end up

paying more interest on your construction loan.
However, for some of us the only way we can aﬀord the
home our family needs is to build it ourselves. In that case by
all means, do it!
e tax benefit of doing yourself is often overlooked. When
you pay someone to do it, you’re using after tax dollars,
whereas when you do it yourself you don’t pay taxes on your
labor. However, when you go to sell your home, those dollars
you paid someone to build could oﬀset some capital gains tax.
Another benefit not often mentioned is if it gets you oﬀ the
couch it can save you in more ways than the construction cost!
It would be diﬃcult to argue against someone wanting to do
it for the personal satisfaction. Make sure though that you really are up to it and have the needed time and resources.
Probably the best way to determine if you’re up to it is by attending a construction seminar. Hochstetler normally schedules
two in the spring and one in July. See ad on page 7 for details.
e Log Home University recommends you budget for all
the labor cost as a safety net. at way if you are unable to
complete the task, you will still have the funds to complete
your project.
Being Your Own General Contractor (GC) - e do-ityourselfer will normally also be the GC. However you can be
your own GC and do very little or select few physical tasks
yourself.
e GC does however, along with the DIY, take on the responsibilities of hiring and lining up subcontractors. As a GC, you will
need to submit the construction documents (blue prints) to various subcontractors for bids, prepare specifications for each line of
work; establish a construction schedule, get required permits, and
prepare the final budget for the bank. e materials you may
want to get yourself or have each subcontractor do it per your
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A normal morning for me is to get up
around 5:00, do some reading, wake the
family, eat breakfast, have family time with
devotions, outline our day, and then head
for work at 7:00.
This morning after the normal routine I
decided to take a 10 minute walk in the
woods with my binoculars, knowing that
right now the birds are migrating north by
the millions and perhaps a few decided to
stay over for the night.
I wasn’t disappointed. After hearing and
seeing a few birds, I heard the unmistakable
trilling song of the wood thrush ringing
through the woods.
I’m convinced that no human has ever
surpassed the wood thrushes delightful
liqued melody, even with the help of musical instruments. It’s soo…inspirational to
stand there and let its rich vivid song thrill
you deep to the bones.
After getting to the oﬃce, sipping on a
good cup of coﬀee, and reflecting on the
morning, it hit me. Wasn’t what I just experienced the making of a perfect start of a day!
While my friends were all wrapped up
with their smart phones, checking and sending e-mails, texting, and starting their day in
the rat race, I had the opportunity to actually
enjoy the good life as it was meant to be.
Don’t forget to put Log Cabin Days on
your calendar. September 13 & 14. See ya then.

Step 9: The Construction of Your Home
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specification. Don’t forget insurance and remember to budget for some mistakes and cost
overruns.
Hiring A Turnkey General Contractor or Builder - Hiring a builder to turnkey your
log home is by far the easiest and less stressful. Unless you’re a builder yourself we
highly recommend you take this route if it’s financially feasible. Most GCs will allow
some participation from the homeowner. Let’s say you’re an electrician by trade so you
negotiate with the GC to do your own electrical work. Maybe you have a few block
laying or stonemason friends who owe you. Have your GC plan to have them lay the
blocks etc.
Note: e rest of this article is mostly a copy of what I wrote for the summer 2009
Selecting the Right Builder.
You decided to take the easy route and hire a builder or general contractor. How do
you decide which builder or GC is right for your project? Here is a list of eight things
to consider before you sign or hand over a down payment.
1. References - Getting a minimum of 3 references is a must. While no builder will
give out an unhappy customer as a reference, they are still worth your time to get.
Ask to see at least one home the builder has built. Keep in mind that just because that
customer was happy with the builder and his craftsmanship, it still may not be up to
your standards. Try to find out from the reference a few more homes the builder has
built. ose might be more valuable to check out than the reference
the builder provided.
Also, don't hesitate to ask the builder for supplier and bank references.
Remember to ask references if the job was done in a timely manner. A major temptation for some builders is to lure someone into signing a contract with them, knowing
they are too busy to do the job in the desired time frame. ey then push it oﬀ to a
later empty slate.
2. Integrity - is is probably the most important point of all. A builder may have
built 100's of log homes, has a long list of references, the best warranty, a nice brochure,
and the most thorough quote. But if they do not have integrity or honesty, then forget
them. e question is, "How can you tell?"
Do they badmouth their competition? Do they talk down on past customers? Do they
have a bad attitude toward the log home manufacturer or make negative comments about
past blueprints? ese are all hints that the builder may lack integrity.
Listen carefully to their stories. Quite often you can see through their talk. Ask references
how the builder handled problems that arose. Did they come back and fix the problem, or
did they pass the blame to the manufacturer of logs, doors, windows, shingles, etc.?
Quite often builders try to blame manufacturers for inferior products, when in fact
the product was not installed properly or to the manufacturer's specifications.
Ask references if they had any diﬀerences with the builder, and if so, whether or not
the builder came their way at least partially.
3. Experience - Experience is important, but it would be better to work with someone
who has never done a log home but is a conscientious builder who follows the
construction manual, than a builder who has built 100 log homes and wants to do it
their own way. Many of our customers build it themselves. And if they can, then
certainly a good builder can too.
However, if you find a good, experienced, and conscientious log homebuilder - better yet.
4. Job Site - Visiting one of the builder's current job sites can tell you volumes about
the builder. Look for neatness and tidiness. Do they have foreign objects laying around,
such as pop cans or plastic bags? Do they keep bundles of lumber stacked neatly
together and covered? While builders can't pickup every minute, good ones will do so
at least once a day.
5. Contracts & Documents - Avoid builders and contractors who say they can build your
home from a sketch or an illustration sheet, and that they don't need a blueprint. Most log
home manufacturers generate blueprints oﬀ your sketch for a very reasonable price. And,
being the manufacturer, they know their material to calculate for structural integrity.
After all, the blueprint is the most important document between you, the builder, and
the manufacturer. It is your way to communicate to them what you want and expect,
and what you envision your home should look like. Also, it's a good idea to have someone other than the builder draw up plans, because builders can “cheapen up” areas to
save themselves money.
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continued on page 6

Log Home University is Coming to
Log Cabin Days!
For anyone with dreams of owning a log home, Log Home University oﬀers a
unique opportunity to delve deep into the process of buying and building a custom log
or timber home. Hochstetler Milling is honored that Log Home University has chosen
to oﬀer its half-day course on September 14 at this year’s Log Cabin Days.
With over 20 years experience in the log and timber home industry as a builder, presenter Rob Clutter will share his knowledge, as well as his personal experiences from
building his own log home dream. e class is organized by Home Buyer Publications,
producers of Log Home Living Magazine, Country’s Best Cabins, and Timber Home Living Magazine, as well as LogHome.com.
e class uses the premise that “Knowledge is Power.” Participants will leave the
course as well-educated buyers who will be able to avoid making costly mistakes that
could derail their project of building the home they have always dreamed of living in.

e course will cover such topics as:
• Choosing the right location • Budgeting
• Design • Material selection • Incorporating “green” concepts into your home
• Choosing a builder • e construction process
• Proper care and maintenance

e session is informal and questions are highly encouraged. See details
below on how to sign up and earn your degree from Log Home University.
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e "Wild and Wonderful" tourism theme of West Virginia could
just as easily apply to the building site of Jim and Reva McGinnis'
beautiful log home in the lush foothills of southern Kentucky. ey
both fell in love with the wooded 50 acres but had no plans to
build on it until they saw a neighbor's log home just down the
road. ey met with the builder, Samuel Mast, and after finalizing
a custom floor plan they had quickly changed their minds and were
ready to get started on their own log home.
Now that the home is finished it is exactly what they wanted -a
home that would fit their lifestyle and was practical. For convenience, Reva wanted to have a laundry room and dining area right
oﬀ the kitchen and a setting room oﬀ the great room where she
could sew her quilts. She's made one for each of her nine children
and some for her grandchildren. Jim loves the great outdoors and
has full-length decks with colorful rose bushes in the front and
back of the house. e rear deck has a gabled porch so he can sit
and relax while viewing the surrounding woods and
it's inhabitants - deer, turkey, and squirrel regularly pass by and
even a rare black bobcat was spotted recently by a neighbor. Songbirds of every color and description provide a symphony of sound
from the treetops, especially in the morning and evening. Even
during the winter months they are able to see nature up close and
personal through the many strategically placed windows throughout the house.
e great room is the family's primary meeting place, especially on
a chilly night with the glowing embers in the fireplace radiating its
welcoming warmth and captivating orange dance. e six-foot
wide fireplace has an insert and manufactured stones in subtle
shades of tan and grey. Rich tones of burgundy, gold and tan are repeated in the sofas, quilts, area rugs and curtains. e floor is hickory. Reva's collection of antiques is on display throughout the 3500
sq. ft. home and includes heirloom furniture, figurines, oil lamps
and dinnerware.
e generous-sized kitchen features a solid hickory serving island
with Formica top and pedestal seats, custom hickory cabinets and
floor, and area rugs in muted shades of charcoal grey and tan. A
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fruit bowl with fresh fruit adds a touch of color. e McGinnis' love of the rich tones and charm of wood is evident
throughout the house and especially in the kitchen where all
three walls and the ceiling are tongue and-grooved white pine,
and cabinets and floor are hickory. Exposed timbers in the
ceilings of the kitchen, great room and bedrooms enhance the
wood "look". Convenience was a major concern for the retired
couple so a deck running between the house and garage provides easy access to the kitchen when groceries are carried in.

BATH

McGinnis -2nd Floor

e master bedroom is conveniently located on the first floor and has an attached large
walk-in closet and master bath with access to the setting room. When asked if there
were any changes he would make if he had to do it over Jim said, "I would probably
have a french door leading out to the rear deck from the bedroom and a little larger
master bath."
One of the unexpected surprises for the McGinnis' involved their utilities. Jim had a
geothermal heating system installed and pointed out the cost-savings. " My highest
heating bill last winter was $213. with an average of $170. And that's for a 3500 sq. ft.
home! I have neighbors who had $300 bills for much smaller homes."
When asked about his hobbies Jim mentioned his daily visits to a little restaurant in
Yosemite (that's Kentucky, not California). "We talk about politics and basketball." And
with Louisville having such a great year I'm sure basketball dominates the conversation.
Sounds like a relaxing "hobby" to me.
Jim worked in heavy construction for 25 years building mostly large commercial structures and is finally able to realize the fruits of his labor by spending his "Golden Years"
in his dream log home - in "Wild and Wonderful" Kentucky.
For additional information about the home of Jim & Reva McGinnis,
please contact Hochstetler Milling at 800-368-1015.

Would you like to have your home featured in a future issue? Please submit
pictures and a few words to Hochstetler Milling, 552 St. Rt. 95, Loudonville,
OH 44842. If selected, someone will call you for an interview.
See Mill-Direct News back issues at our website www.HochstetlerLogHomes.com • 5

Step to a Good Log Home ... from page 2
liability and worker's compensation. Ask
for a copy of their policy, and don't
confuse it with other insurance such as
health or auto insurance. If you decide to
go with a builder who does not carry
insurance, make sure you are willing to
take the risk or buy insurance yourself for
this project. You may also want to buy
theft and fire insurance.
8. Professionalism - Look for estimates
and quotes that are neatly spelled out and
leave no doubt as to what is and is not
included. Remember, an estimate is a
"ballpark figure" and generally based on
square footage costs, whereas a quote is
an exact figure based on your final
blueprints and needs. Normally they have
allowances for certain items such as
cabinetry, floor coverings, etc.
e appearance and dress of owners
and sales people will give you a hint on
the professionalism of the builder.
Promptly returning phone calls will give
you an idea of their response when there
is a problem or conflict. Safety programs

Never have a builder build oﬀ of another company's illustration sheets without paying for plans, as this could land
you in a legal battle over copyright laws.
Contracts should spell out fairly clearly
what will and will not be done for a set
price, but don't need to be anything
fancy.
6. Warranty - Most log homebuilders
warrant their work for one year or more.
While this is important, it is not as
important as them having the simple
ability and financial resources to stand
behind their work and come back to
make corrections.
Ask them to build to the manufacturer's construction manual and specs to
make sure there is no problem with the
manufacturer's warranty.
You will want that, because builders
seem to come and go. Manufacturers have
invested in much more time and money in
research, testing, and engineering than any
builder would or could hope to do.
7. Insurance - Make sure they carry

and concern for employee safety are also
good signs of professionalism.
eir vehicles don't need to be expensive, but it's better if vehicles, forklifts,
tools, etc. are clean and in good repair.
Additional Considerations - How long
has the builder been in business under
that business name? Check with the
Better Business Bureau to see if there
have been any complaints against them.
Keep in mind that most people don't
bother to report, so most companies have
a good rating.
When securing your loan, banks are a
safeguard and may have had experience
with the builder. Dunn and Bradstreet can
be helpful in their financial strength. A
building license sometimes can be helpful
if you are building in an area that requires
one. Good building departments can be a
safeguard to keep builders from substituting with secondary material and taking
shortcuts. Unfortunately, not all areas have
a building department, or if they do, don’t
bother to check the grade or species used.
Log home manufacturers normally
keep a list of potential log homebuilders.

is can be a fairly safe source, as to
make the list they would have to have a
good track record.
Here is one of my favorite stories concerning builders. After completing a
log home, a builder realized he didn't
do a certain detail according to the log
home manufacturer's construction
manual. Instead of hoping the homeowner would never discover the small
missing detail, the builder went back to
the homeowner and told him about the
situation. Now that is the kind of
builder I'd want and hope you get!
Remember that the design decisions
don’t stop when you hand the builder
your plans. e small details light fixtures, faucets, countertops, not to mention the type and color of stone, stain
color for the logs, roof color, window
color, the list goes on and on.
ere’s plenty to keep you involved
until the day you’re ready to move in.
Yours to a good log home.
Note: To read past stories of Steps to the Good Log
Home, go to www.HochstetlerLogHomes.com
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Log Walls and ermal Mass By Steve Lykins
We often get the question: “What is
the R-value of a log wall?” While the
answer to this question is simple, it does
not tell the whole story. Most folks
actually want to know how will a log
home performs when it comes to heating
and cooling. is is where things become
a bit more complex. In addition to Rvalue, we must also consider the thermal
mass of the log wall.
What is thermal mass? ermal Mass
is defined as the ability of a body to store
thermal energy (also known as heat
capacity or thermal energy storage). By
contrast, R-value refers to a body’s ability
to insulate against conduction of thermal
energy (the ability to insulate). A
significant thermal mass within a
building, like a log wall, can help to
“flatten out” daily temperature
fluctuations by either radiating or
absorbing additional thermal energy,
whichever is supported by temperature
diﬀerences. All materials and objects
have a certain thermal mass, or specific
heat capacity, which is a unique property

of such material or object. Even air has
thermal mass, but not much.
A thermal mass performs best when
located on the interior of the home’s
thermal envelope and is situated to
absorb low-angled winter sunlight,
but to avoid high-angle summer
sunlight. A thermal mass works best
in conjunction with passive solar
design. Passive solar design and
thermal mass design are most
eﬀective in hot, arid desert-like
climates, but the concept can also
work in Midwest climates like our own,
only with less eﬃciency.
Many readily available materials have
good thermal mass properties, but
almost all of them have little to no
insulting properties. Examples include:
water, earth, stone/masonry and clay.
Only wood has significant R-value
(insulating properties) as well as
significant thermal mass (energy storage).
ink of your log wall as a battery that
can store heat and release it later. is
makes wood a very special building

“Recent studies
conducted by the Log
Homes Council have
shown that when it comes
to overall thermal
performance, a properly
designed and constructed
log wall will perform just
as well, and probably
even better than
a comparable
stud-framed wall.”
material,
considering that
it is renewable, attractive and well
established as a building material.
When considering what size and type
of logs to use for a log home, keep in
mind that more mass makes for more
energy storage. Further, thermal mass

depends upon the species and density of
wood, which is directly related to
moisture content. Generally speaking, a
lower moisture content results in a lower
density which translates to a higher
insulating value. By selecting a species
like Eastern White Pine, which has a
relatively low density, and then kiln
drying your logs to bring the moisture
content down you can create a log wall
with insulating and energy storage
capabilities that are superior to any other
type of mass wall.
Recent studies conducted by the Log
Homes Council have shown that when it
comes to overall thermal performance
(not just the R-value), a properly
designed and constructed log wall will
perform just as well, and probably even
better than a comparable stud-framed
wall. With a complete understanding of
how a log wall works to keep you
comfortable, you can make an educated
decision about what size and type of log
is right for your home.
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CABIN FEVER

e Umbrella Rig by Bill Dinkins

As most of you know, fishermen will go to great lengths to catch fish and sometimes their methods border on downright
illegal. Last year, at a local Sportsman's Show, a young man was touting the attributes of a new lure, outlawed in tournaments
because of its fish-harvesting eﬀectiveness - the Umbrella Rig. It was comprised of a weighted, colorful head from which 5 wire
strands spread out like an umbrella and held 5 lures of choice. It almost seemed like a dredging operation and about as sporting
as the old-timer who finally resorted to using dynamite to harvest fish, at least what was left of them. Since I am a diehard fisherman and certainly well-qualified old-timer, I was interested.
After purchasing this "even an idiot can catch fish rig," I proceeded to attach 5 very enticing baits, each one targeted to a
specific fish. A floating Jitterbug for largemouth bass, a plastic tube for smallmouth, an Erie Dearie worm harness with a nightcrawler for walleye, a shallow-diving Rapala plug for whitefish, and finally, a humongous 12" Grandma's plug for muskie. I was,
figuratively speaking, "loaded for bear." As I headed out to my favorite island on Rice Lake I was already thinking about the stories around the campfire that evening. "Did you hear 'bout the feller who caught 5 fish on just one cast," or "I heard an Ohio fisherman caught 120 fish this morning and had to come in and get 12 extra coolers to put them all in." Those thoughts came to a
screeching halt though as I plowed into a stump and nearly launched myself into the drink.
After regaining my balance, and checking around to see if anyone else had noticed my acrobatic maneuver, I carefully
scanned the shoreline and targeted a large granite boulder. Rearing back, I thrust the heavy rod forward and watched the
"splash down" just beyond the target. I slowly reeled up the slack and started the retrieve. No sooner had I passed the huge rock
when I felt a little tug. This must be a walleye I surmised, nibbling on the nightcrawler. A second later, another tug, and a
large fish exploded from the water with the Jitterbug in his mouth, and almost simultaneously, a third fish hit - probably another
bass - maybe a smallmouth. Wow, this was too good to be true! Another hit, but this fish went straight towards the bottom, typical for a whitefish. That is until it was ambushed by an even larger fish - perhaps a muskie, heading for the opposite side of the
lake.
Needless to say, the struggle to land these fish was tense and I wasn't sure how I could get them all in my landing net. But after what seemed an hour of arm-wrestling, I brought them
to the surface where they tugged and thrashed, churning the water to a foaming froth. To say I was surprised at my catch would be the understatement of a lifetime - for they were not the
5 trophies I had envisioned at all. There were 4 snapping turtles, ranging in size from a large dish to our garbage can lid - and 1 largemouth bass, trying desperately to avoid the jaws of his
companions!

Do you have an interesting short story about a favorite memory of a log home? Maybe it’s a childhood vacation, a weekend at the lake, or a day visiting a friend. Whatever you remember and love to tell others qualifies. Don’t forget - a picture to go with your story makes it even more interesting. Please mail your submission to Hochstetler Milling, 552 St. Rt.
95, Loudonville, OH 44842. Hope to read about your log home adventure in a future issue!

