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For back issues to read any of the first 4 Steps,
please call Hochstetler Milling at 800-368-1015
or find the newsletters on-line at
Mill-Direct.Henley-Graphics.com

Now is when the fun starts!
It’s time to grab your survey and
topography map, maybe a few stakes,
tape measure, lots of paper, and head
for your property. Don’t forget to wear
your hiking boots, as you should spend
a lot of time studying and walking
your property.
If you have a few acres you will
want to determine where on your
property to place the home and how
to arrange the rooms or spaces to best
fulﬁll your needs and desires, and to
get the maximum potential from it.
Hopefully as a bonus the arrangement
will allow you to sneak in a few wants
as well. On every property there is
always the best place to put the home
and it’s up to you to ﬁnd it.
With smaller lots you still want to
arrange the rooms or spaces, but the
placement of the home is
normally pretty much a given.
Sometimes though, it can be
turned in such a way as to take
advantage of a particular visual
or other feature of the property.
You may have somewhat
decided where to put your home
when you bought your property.
In fact it may be the reason you
bought it in the ﬁrst place.
Sometimes though, moving it 50
feet or turning it 10 degrees can
make a diﬀerence in the
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Low points
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Distant views
Traﬃc
Roads
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Prevailing winds
Safe driveway entrance
Driveway
Parking
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Walkways
Walkouts
Outbuildings
Garden areas
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Well

Drawing all the features on a copy of the
survey map can help you in picking out
the best place to set your home (see
illustrations on page 2). I would
recommend camping out on the
property a few nights. You might be
surprised what you can learn from that
experience.
Once you’re pretty sure where you

want to put your home make what we
call a bubble drawing. You do this by
standing in the middle of where your
home will be with a piece of paper and
draw circles where each room will go.
Larger circles for larger areas, such as the
great room and smaller circles for
smaller areas, like the bathrooms. No
need to do them to scale at this point
though.
Start with the most important space
ﬁrst, which might be the great room.
Where do you want it?
Normally you would want to put it
where you can take advantage of the best
view. However there may be other
considerations such as passive solar.
Perhaps you want the great room facing
the front overlooking the drive or road
and save the best view for the sunroom.

....continued on page 2

Hochstetler Milling, LTD

Remember that Hochstetler Milling
does complete design services.
Choose from one of our 28 standard
floorplans, which may be modified to
meet your personal needs. Or let our
experienced designers create a unique
custom plan based on your ideas.

enjoyment of your home in ways of
view, ease of entrance, etc.
Taking advantage of a view is only
one of the many considerations of
locating your home. Below is a partial
list of things to keep in mind when
walking your property.

Locating & Arranging Home on
Property (Step 5)

552 St. Rt. 95
Loudonville, OH 44842
800-368-1015

I believe this was the mildest winter that I’ve ever experienced. This
weather sure has worked to the favor
of the global warming argument.
After the harsh winters of ‘77/’78
and ‘78/’79, everyone was talking
about the earth going back to the ice
age. Then after a few years of mild
winters we were told at the time that
is how it was before the ice age as
well. It warmed up before it got cold.
Apparently though the ice age theory got blown back up to the north
pole as we don’t hear much of it any
more.
Regardless where you stand on
the climate change issues, we all
agree we need to be good stewards
of the environment.
A new U.S. forest service study released in September confirmed wood
is the greenest of green building materials.
During the release of the research
results, U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) secretary Tom Vilsack
said that “wood should be a major
component of American building
and energy design, and that the use
of wood provides substantial environmental benefits.”
If wood is the greenest of green
building material, then a log home is
the greenest of all buildings.

By Levi Hochstetler
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Steps to the Good Log Home

The Hudson

continued from front page
en draw a circle where you want the great room to go (see drawing below).
Assuming this is a drawing of your lot and you like the lakefront style of home, the
great room should go towards the back sticking out past the rest of the home to take in a
180-degree view. Imagine sitting in your recliner soaking in the view 365 days a year. In
this situation you would be able to see both the sunrise and sunset from the same chair.
Next you will have to decide if you want the kitchen in the left or right wing
versus the master bedroom. e kitchen wing should be located between the garage
and great room. If you put it on the right you would have to move the home to the
left in order to get the garage in where you might lose some of the view. e question
is, would I rather read the paper, watch the sunrise and sip my coﬀee from the
bedroom or from the kitchen/dining area?
For me it would be from the kitchen/dining area so we’ll put it on the left.

SURVEY
MAP OF
PROPERTY

SECOND FLOOR

The Hudson is a smaller, more economical version of our popular McKay model.
It still has all the features of the McKay - including the spacious, open-concept
great room, kitchen and dining
room combination; the ﬁrstﬂoor laundry/ 1/2 bath; and the
master bedroom with adjoining
walk-in closet and master bath.
The great room features the
imposing cathedral ceiling with
large, timber rafters and stone
ﬁreplace. Upstairs there are two
FIRST FLOOR
more bedrooms, a full bath and
a convenient loft which doubles
as a bonus room. The front
bedroom has additional space
for a study, while the slightly
larger rear bedroom has a
bigger closet and a nice view
out the back. Outside, you and
your guests will appreciate the
inviting, full-length front porch and the rear deck, conveniently located oﬀ the
dining room. This home is both attractive and convenient. In short, a lot of home
for a very aﬀordable price.

LAKEFRONT
HOUSE PLACEMENT
“BUBBLE DRAWING”

Now you’d have to decide between the dining and the kitchen front or back. For some,
having a nice view from the kitchen sink is important. Others would rather have the
kitchen sink to where they can see who’s coming in the drive.
If we put the kitchen to the back for the view, we will have to put the dining
towards the front and lose the luxury of watching the sunrise from our dining table.
Because of that, we will put the kitchen towards the front and draw a circle for it
there, and another one for the dining towards the rear.
For the master bedroom wing, the obvious choice is to have the bedroom towards
the back and the bath towards the front. We make circles accordingly.
Perhaps you would like a study or oﬃce. Ideally that would be towards the front. at
way, when clients come they don’t have to go through the house to get to your oﬃce.

....continued on page 7
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Log Home University is Coming to
Log Cabin Days!
For anyone with dreams of owning a log home, Log Home University oﬀers a
unique opportunity to delve deep into the process of buying and building a custom log
or timber home. Hochstetler Milling is honored that Log Home University has chosen
to oﬀer its half-day course on September 15 at this year’s Log Cabin Days.
With over 20 years experience in the log and timber home industry as a builder,
presenter Rob Clutter will share his knowledge, as well as his personal experiences from
building his own log home dream. e class is organized by Home Buyer Publications,
producers of Log Home Living Magazine, Country’s Best Cabins, and Timber Home
Living Magazine, as well as LogHome.com.
e class uses the premise that “Knowledge is Power.” Participants will leave the
course as well-educated buyers who will be able to avoid making costly mistakes that
could derail their project of building the home they have always dreamed of living in.

e course will cover such topics as:
• Choosing the right location • Budgeting
• Design • Material selection • Incorporating “green” concepts into your home
• Choosing a builder • e construction process
• Proper care and maintenance

e session is informal and questions are highly encouraged. See details
below on how to sign up and earn your degree from Log Home University.
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In 1998, Steve and Adie Miller purchased 40 scenic acres near
Elroy, Wisconsin with the goal of one day building a log home
there. And while owning a log home had been a lifelong dream for
Steve, his wife was initially lukewarm to the idea. So they prepared
the lot with electricity and a well, but tabled the idea of building
until the time was right.
It was over 10 years before Steve started researching log home
suppliers, and called several featured in industry magazines. Eventually
he contacted Mike Hompertz at Patriot Log Homes – a Wisconsin
builder with many years experience in working with log manufacturers.
Steve recalled, “I ask Mike to recommend a supplier. Without
hesitation he referred me to Hochstetler Milling. He had dealt
with them on over a dozen homes, and said they were by far the
easiest to work with, and were unmatched in quality and value.”
After reviewing Hochstetler’s ﬂoor plans on paper, the Millers
made the long drive to Ohio to visit the Mill’s model homes. ey
fell in love with the McKay, which led to selecting the very
similar Hudson design.
“We made one revision to the plans,” says Steve. “e
folks at Hochstetler added four feet to the width of the cabin,
and it was the best thing we could have done.”
Ground was broken on September 2, 2009, and soon after
Steve and Mike Hompertz were pulling the tarp oﬀ the
truckload of logs. What they saw underneath caught them by
surprise.
Miller explains, “I ordered logs with a rough cut ﬁnish on
the outside, but what I didn’t realize was that the logs would
be weathered gray from the air drying process. is gave them
the appearance of an older log home. I called Levi
Hochstetler, and he explained the logs could be pressure
washed with a bleach solution that would turn white and give
us the look we had in mind.”
So with apprehension, the Millers proceeded with
construction. But a funny thing happened as the logs were
stacked together. e Millers, and just about every friend and
neighbor who came to see the project, absolutely loved the
rustic look of the rough, weathered ﬁnish. ey left the logs
as is. What started out as a potential mistake, turned out to
be one of the best decisions they could have made.
“Everyone agrees the rustic exterior just adds character to
the entire property!”
Steve and Adie spent their ﬁrst night in the cabin one year to
the day after construction began. “Tears came to my eyes as we sat
in the great room and realized my log home dream had come
true,” Steve recounted. “It was better than I ever imagined.”
His wife, once less than enthusiastic to experience the log home
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lifestyle, quickly fell in love with the cabin. Adie used her talent as an interior designer to
add the ﬁnishing touches inside. e Millers use the cabin as a second home, and she is
often reluctant to return to their permanent house in Beaver Dam, Wisconsin.
e Millers favorite room in the house has to be the kitchen, which beneﬁtted from
the extra four feet added to the plans. eir cabinets were custom built using dark walnut
frames with lighter hickory panels – a unique combination that draws many
compliments. Steve credited Adie for that idea. e builder created matching wooden
panels to accent the stone ﬁreplace in the great room.
Miller, an avid outdoorsman, spends much of his time watching deer and turkeys from
the front porch. It was constructed with no railing, so it wouldn’t take away from the
spectacular view. In fact, they have named their property “Hickory Meadow,” since the
porch overlooks two large hickory trees in the middle of a meadow surrounded by woods.
As for working with Hochstetler Milling, Steve had nothing but praise. “ey exceeded
all my expectations. I’d be happy to talk to anyone who is considering using them.”
If you would like to contact the Millers about their building experience or to arrange
a tour of their log home, please call Levi Hochstetler at 800-368-1015.

SECOND FLOOR

FIRST FLOOR

Would you like to have your home featured in a future issue? Please submit pictures and a few words to Hochstetler
Milling, 552 St. Rt. 95, Loudonville, OH 44842. If selected, someone will call you for an interview

VISIT OUR MODELS
Hours: Mon., Tues., Wed., & Fri. 9-4pm; Thurs. 9-6pm; Sat. 9-2pm; Closed Sun. Other hours by appointment.

The McKay

DIRECTIONS:
Take SR 60 5 miles north
of Loudonville to SR 95.

The Black Fork

Turn left on SR 95
to the McKay model.
Turn right on SR 95
to the Black Fork model.
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FEATURED BUILDER

Milling since forging a relationship with Levi Hochstetler at a Columbus home show
several years ago. “As Levi says, a good builder is the missing link between the
manufacturer and the customer. At Walnut Valley Log Homes, we strive to all work
together to achieve one common goal. To us, it’s all about integrity, honesty, and values
resulting in success that ultimately comes from God.”

Walnut Valley Log Homes

Pick up a copy of Country’s Best Cabins – 2012 Buyer’s Guide and you’ll find a
Hochstetler Milling Log Home built by Walnut Valley Log Homes featured inside.

In 1995, Marion Miller took a break from his job as a concrete ﬁnisher to help a friend
build a log home. He enjoyed the experience so much that he founded Walnut Valley Log
Homes, and has been building log homes ever since.
Walnut Valley Log Homes is an independent general contractor, and provides full
service construction on everything from lot clearing to home completion. While they are
based in Sugarcreek, Ohio, Marion and his crew will work throughout Ohio and into
surrounding states. Walnut Valley is very family-oriented with a team of 10 to 12
employees, which includes 3 of Miller’s sons and a daughter.
Walnut Valley will build packaged log homes, but Marion especially enjoys
constructing custom homes. ey even have their own woodworking shop to create
custom trim and other special touches that make a log home unique.
Marion explains, “We ﬁnd incredible satisfaction in helping people achieve a lifelong
goal. We have found log home owners to be such good people who are really proud of
their homes and lifestyle. It’s so rewarding to help them make their dream come true.”
Miller is thankful and appreciative of the work he has received through Hochstetler
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Steps to the Good Log Home
continued from page 2
Of course the entry or foyer will need to be in the front and ideally lead into the
great room. In order to give your quests that surprise “wow” as they step inside.
A powder room or half bath near the entry and study would be good. Laundry
closets and miscellaneous can be decided later and be ﬁlled when you take it to the
next step of converting the bubble drawing to a design concept.
Making a circle
for the garage on the
CAPE COD
left got decided pretty
HOUSE PLACEMENT
much when you placed
the kitchen. You most
generally locate it there
for the convenience of
bringing in groceries
and family entrance.
However you do
have the option of
attaching the garage
directly (this can save
in material) or have a
breezeway where you
could have a
mudroom, laundry, and small bath. Having a breezeway can help in blocking less of

your home from the outside and sometimes by putting it at a certain angle can save a
certain visual that you would like to maintain.
Now for a diﬀerent thought pattern ﬁtting a cape cod style on that same site (see
the bubble drawing to the left).
is time the great room should go towards the front and the sunroom towards
back for the killer view. e idea is to relax with your family in the great room
making more of a family room. But when you want to enjoy the outdoors you head
for the porch, or curl up on your favorite chair in the sunroom on cooler evenings to
watch nature go to bed.
Kitchen/dining area goes toward the back with kitchen to the left with the idea of
attaching garage on the left of it.
e dining we’ll put to the right with the sunroom attached to the back of it. is
will allow a 180-degree view from the sunroom looking out over the future pond and
the best view.
With this plan you’d put the bedroom suite to the right, but because of privacy
with the porch along the front you might put the bath to the back and bedroom to
the front. is would allow you to soak while watching the sunset.
is type of plan needs a porch all the way across the front. A porch in the back
can also be a beneﬁt, as wouldn’t it be a nice place to sit in the warmer evenings?
Here again a breezeway would be a nice plus and angling the garage away from the
back would allow you to enjoy more of your great back yard.
Don’t be afraid to mix and match the style of home. You could have the front look
like a traditional cape cod with dormers and a porch along the front, but have the
back look like a lake front chalet by pushing out the great room to the back.
Either way you’ll waste a few pieces of paper as you make circles and draw and
redraw.
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CABIN FEVER

e Legend of Buckhorn Lake...

R.K. RUSTICS

- By Bill Dinkins

Log furniture handcrafted from
weathered red pine
• Bedroom
• Living Room
• Dining Room

• Gun Cabinets
• Benches
• Custom Work

For more information, please write and we’ll call you back.

1 mile S. of Harrison Road on right (back long lane)

Robert Keim - Owner

9821 Hogback Rd. • Fredericksburg, OH 44627 Monday -Saturday 8-5

My father-in-law was somewhat of a legend on Buckhorn Lake, located in eastern
Ontario, a stone’s throw north of the quaint town of Peterborough, Ontario. To us he was
Grandpa but to his friends he was always “Smitty.” He was also well-known by the locals
who tried desperately to discover his renowned system for catching the succulent
walleye - or, as they call them up north - pickerel. “Smitty” went to great lengths to keep
his methods a secret, so only a privileged few ever knew his secret lure. Fortunately, I
was one. Indeed, his reputation was legendary.
Each time he would return from a trip out on the lake he was met by a throng of
curious onlookers - especially local fishermen. There were “Ohs” and “Ahs” as he lifted
the heavy stringer of freshly-caught pickerel from the boat and spread them out on
the dock for all to see. Without fail, someone would step forward and ask, “Whadja
catch ‘em on, Smitty?” The response was always the same. He would nod at the
assortment of lures he had carefully hung from the boat’s windshield. Actually, those
were old lures he had hung there before he came in - not the ones he had used. He
wasn’t about to divulge his secret lure - one he had painstakingly tested, perfected
and used for many years. I often wondered how many of the locals rushed down to
the tackle store to purchase one of those old, useless lures. Oh well, I guess it made
somebody happy - the tackle shop owners!
Early one morning, “Smitty” picked me up at the dock in front of our cabin and we
headed out to one of his favorite “honey holes.” As we approached the bay, he slowed
down and we quietly cruised into position. My first cast - bingo. I shouted “fish on.” In
the next half hour, we caught four “keepers” - the smallest was over four pounds!
Unfortunately, another boat had noticed our success and motored into the “our”
bay, stopping a mere 40’ from our boat. This upset “Smitty,” to put it mildly. After
uttering a few choice words he revved up the 150 hp engine and left a “rooster tail” of
water some 10’ into the air - creating a succession of waves which rocked our visitor’s
boat and probably sent every pickerel within a half mile swimming frantically to a
distant shore. Those boys needed a quick education on fishing etiquette.
“Smitty” passed away in August, 1990 but his legacy lives on, even today. At our
family gatherings we fondly recall him standing at the dock, resplendent in his white tshirt and trademark red suspenders - holding a hefty stringer of pickerel up beside his
“fishing machine”, an old V-bottom Lyman boat. And, we still talk in hushed tones about
his secret lure.
Out of respect for “Smitty”, I can’t tell you its name but the initials are “PB”. Oops, I
think I just heard “Smitty” turn over in his grave.
Do you have an interesting short story about a favorite memory of a log home? Maybe it’s
a childhood vacation, a weekend at the lake, or a day visiting a friend. Whatever you remember and love to tell others qualifies. Don’t forget - a picture to go with your story
makes it even more interesting.
Please mail your submission to Hochstetler Milling, 552 St. Rt. 95, Loudonville, OH
44842. Hope to read about your log home adventure in a future issue!

