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Living the Log Home Lifestyle

After several years we were able to move up to a 32x96
Our original office in McKay!
open faced shed over the planer operation. We had our share
The back part we brought up from Nunda.
of set-backs. Soon after we built the shed we lost the roof to
The front part we added on & is now the
a wind storm. Another time my dad, giving me a fatherly
Tourist Information Center at the
hand, fell off a truck and broke both legs. Even my grandpa,
Mohican State Park.
a successful business man, remarked what most others sensed
but didn’t verbalize, “He will never make it.” Despite these
and other set-backs, with faith, our outstanding customer
service, excellent product and the ever present blessings from
above, we prevailed.
Our mission statement says it all. “We are committed to
producing a quality product for a fair and honest price.” In
order to live up to these words we have to be on the constant
look-out for improving our quality and productivity. This
has meant many changes over the years. Feedback from our
customers and builders has been a great help in keeping us
on our toes and enabled us to remain on the “cutting edge.”
1997 marked an important milestone in the company’s growth, for that was the year the entire operation was moved from
a cornfield in Nunda, Ohio to McKay, 5 miles north of Loudonville. We went from an open faced shed and small wing of
3450 sq. ft. to an insulated facility of over 13,000 sq. ft. This was a tremendous improvement both in productivity and quality.
A small log cabin was also built at the time which served as our first sales office. Bill Dinkins and myself were the two acting
salesmen but each of us wore several hats. Many of our early customers had no idea of the house plan they wanted, so we would
sketch out a rough design for their approval and Abe, our draftsman, would make the hand-drawn
blueprints. Some customers would show up with their ideas on napkins and after listening to
continued on page 2

Wood Products Enhance Our Environment
Suppose America stopped harvesting its trees to make lumber, plywood, paper, and other wood products. What effect would
this have on our environment? Let’s consider.
What would we use as a building material for homes and furniture, or paper for books and stationery? Would we substitute
steel, aluminum, masonry, plastic, and other products? Buy wood from other countries? Or do without?
If we substituted non-wood building products, the environment would be the clear loser. Non-wood products are
environmentally expensive. The supplies of ores and petroleum for their production are finite; once gone, they are gone
forever. Wood, on the other hand, is a renewable resource from an endless supply of trees. Non-wood products require far
more energy to manufacture than
wood: nine times as much to make
a steel stud than a wood stud, for
example. That further depletes finite
supplies of fossil fuels and coal. Not
to mention greater pollution of the
air and water, while adding to the
potential for global warming through
the greenhouse effect.
Wood is also the best insulator
of all structural building materials,
with millions of tiny air cells trapped
within its cellular structure providing
a barrier against heat and cold.

continued on page 6
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I can’t remember ever experiencing
a milder winter than what we have
been having here in northeast Ohio this
winter. (As of February 9) Builders were
able to build straight through with very
few disruptions due to weather. This
enabled them to get more done before
the spring rush. For our clients this
just might be a good thing. Hopefully
this will allow the builders to take on
additional work this spring that in a
normal year they wouldn’t have been
able to. My gut feeling is that builders
will be very busy this year making it
hard for our customers to find a good
builder for their project.
Thinking of building this year? If you are,
then you will need to sit down with one
of our designers and get your blue prints
started as soon as possible. Our design
department is very busy. This is a good
thing for us but can be frustrating to our
clients who want to build yet this year.
It’s hard to fathom the fact that this
is now our 30th year in business. It
really only seems like yesterday when
we first fired up our planer mill. If our
people have as much fun serving our
customers the next 30 years as we did
the first 30 years it will be a very short
and pleasant journey.
2016 is the year for Log Cabin Days!
The biggest highlight is our log home
tour. If you live within 40 miles of the
mill and would like to share your good
fortune and “show-off” your dream
home and at the same time do a feelgood thing to benefit the American
Cancer Society, contact us to have your
home included on the tour.
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Hochstetler Milling’s 30th Anniversary - By Levi Hochstetler

Change Service Requested

VIEW FROM
THE MILL

Hochstetler Milling’s 30th Anniversary
FEATURED FLOOR PLAN

HERITAGE SERIES

Alpine
Sq. ft. 2032
3 BR / 2-1/2 BA

The Alpine is a picturesque 3-bedroom home with a wraparound porch and features galore inside.
The popular open-concept great room has an impressive
large stone ﬁreplace, visible from the inside and out, and a fully
timbered cathedral ceiling. The master bedroom has its own
private walk-in closet and master bath large enough for the hot tub
you’ve always wanted and a double sink.
Upstairs, there are two spacious bedrooms and a bath with a
separate dressing area and double sink. The loft is perfect for an
entertainment center and offers a dramatic view of the dining area
and great room below.
The Alpine offers lots of living in a practical and economical
design.
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- continued from page 1
their “must haves” we were able to do a “bubble sketch” to indicate the room placement,
followed by a “to scale” design on graph paper.
By the year 2000 we were bursting at our seams and doing over 80 log homes
per year not counting the many timber and components for other homes as well. In
order to serve
our customers
Our Second Edition
satisfactorily
we more than
doubled our shop.
This enabled us to
house our planer
in the front half of
the building while
creating muchneeded warehouse
space in the back.
All log packages
would be wrapped,
stored under roof
and ready for
delivery when our customers had their foundations ready. Also at that time we replaced
the old planer with a state-of-the-art Yates American, the Cadillac of the industry. No
planer mill can achieve the accurateness and fine milled log finish as the Yates American.
A new blower and shavings bin was also added allowing us to keep them dry till farmers
picked them up for bedding.
We will continue “our story” in one of the next issues, but be sure and come during Log
Cabin Days and help celebrate our 30th anniversary.

Second Edition Already Filled Up!

The Black Fork

Sept. 16 & 17, 2016
Help Celebrate our 30th Anniversary!

• Sample mouth-watering
barbecue chicken, pastries,
home-made apple cider
and delicious kettle
popcorn.

• Booths and seminars that • Self-guided tour of several
will guide you through the beautiful log homes
log building process and
including our McKay and
help you make your dream Black Fork models (shown
log home a reality.
to the right).

The McKay

Visit Our Models
Hours: Monday thru Friday 9-5, Saturday 9-2,
Closed Sunday. Other hours by appointment.

DIRECTIONS:
Take SR 60 5 miles north of Loudonville to SR 95. Turn left on SR 95
to the McKay model. Turn right on SR 95 to the Black Fork model.

Hochstetler Milling, Ltd.
552 Hwy. 95 • Loudonville, OH 44842
419-368-0004 • 800-368-1015

www.HochstetlerLogHomes.com

Large Selection!
“Rustic, but Comfortable”

HICKORY
ASPEN
PINE
RECLAIMED
RED CEDAR
HAND HEWN
BARN WOOD
SLAB TABLES

Bedroom • Din
ing • Living Room • Occasional

330-674-9709

6101 County Road 68
Millersburg, Ohio 44654
www.millersrusticfurniture.com
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For Bob and Crystal Conaway the idea to build
a log home was a vision both had shared shortly
after they married. Bob lived in a log home with
his parents for a year and loved the relaxed, casual
lifestyle it provided. Once married, it didn’t take
much to persuade Crystal that should be the direction
of their lives together. They formulated a 10-year plan
to build their “dream”.
They began by looking for suitable land near
Newark, Ohio, that would be a fairly close to Bob’s
job in Columbus and Crystal’s job and family in
Pataskula. While driving around the countryside one
day Bob noticed a “for sale” sign and tracked down
the owner for more information. It was 42 wooded
acres of mature Oak, Hickory and Poplar trees. An
outdoorsman’s paradise!
After putting in the drive and clearing an area on
top of a hill with a breath-taking view, they hired
Raymar builders to construct the shell. Bob and
Crystal did most of the interior work, including
tongue-and-groove walls, trim and painting.

The Conaway’s had collected
many primitive antique pieces
over the years and were very
particular about their placement
in the new home, so Bob used
graph paper to sketched out the
precise size and location of just
about every piece of furniture
- large and small. Steve Lykins,
Hochstetler‘s architectural
designer, would then design
around the pieces. The exact
opposite of what most people
would do, but a great way to
make sure there is comfortable

space to move around in each
room and ensure an efficient
traffic flow in the process. For
instance, a super-size dining area
was perfect when Crystal hosted a
ladies’ church group. She was able
to seat 32 ladies comfortably by
lining up several long tables endto-end!
The home is full of one-of-akind repurposed items that were
FIRST FLOOR
made from antiques. In the great
room a beautiful chandelier,
complete with hanging oil lamps, was
created from an old wagon wheel; in the
kitchen, the custom cabinets were all painted
in an antique finish to match an old buffet;
in all the bathrooms old wash tubs replaced
the sinks. In the breezeway Bob hung an
old door from his grandparent’s house. The
problem was it opened from the left and
he wanted it to open right ... so he hung it
upside down! Problem solved. Crystal never
seemed to run out of ingenious solutions as
well. She found some old rectangular pieces
of bead board, brightly painted with hooks
for the kids to hang their clothes on. When
she needed a couple shelves in her kitchen
for knickknacks Bob searched the garage
and found a couple old
wooden tool boxes.
Perfect!
The Conaway’s home
is like a featured home
in Log Home Living
magazine. It is a fine
example of how well
the charm of primitive
antiques and the rustic
HANDCRAFTED WOOD DOORS
ambience of a log
home go together. It is
Reuben & Elizabeth Miller
also a reflection of the
7551 Bunker Hill S Rd
stress-free lifestyle they
cherish. Both Bob and
Butler, OH 44822
Crystal agree that their
419.938.1538
ability to work together
has been instrumental
Double Arched
in getting their home
furnished and decorated
so impressively. And,
with the additional help
of friends and family it
has truly been a ”labor
PREMIUM QUALITY,
of love”.

Arched Plain

Plain Crossbuck

SOLID WOOD
INTERIOR DOORS

For additional information about the home of Bob
& Crystal Conaway, please contact Hochstetler
Milling at 800-368-1015.

SECOND FLOOR

SEE OUR DOORS AT
HOCHSTETLER LOG
HOME MODELS
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Wood Products Enhance Our Environment- continued from page 1
An inch of wood is 15 times as efficient an insulator
as concrete, 400 times as efficient as steel, and 1,770
times as efficient as aluminum. So, homes and other
buildings built with wood require far less energy to
heat and cool, thus conserving fossil fuels and coal.
Another benefit of using wood is that it is
reusable, recyclable, and biodegradable. Inorganic
materials not only require excessive energy to produce,
but also to recycle or dispose of them when their use
has been terminated.
Some may ask if we are running out of trees
by harvesting so many of them for the needs of a
swelling population. Not at all.
Each American uses the equivalent
of a 100-foot, 18-inch diameter
tree every year for wood and paper
products. But 4.2 million trees are
planted every day, which results in
5.8 trees a year for every American.
More wood is grown each year
in the U.S. than is harvested or lost
to disease, insects, and fire. Growth
exceeds harvest by 28%. It’s no
surprise, then, that the nation has
more trees today than it had 75 years

ago, or that about a third of the entire United States –
747 million acres – is covered with trees. Or even the
fact that this amount of forestland is two-thirds of what
existed in pre-Columbian America some 500 years ago.
A major reason that trees are so plentiful in
America is because people plant and grow them for use
as wood products. These trees also provide important
environmental benefits, ranging from windbreaks,
shade, and soil stabilization to pure aesthetics, wildlife
habitat, plus improved air and water quality.
Forests are oxygen factories and greenhouse
exchangers. Growing just one pound of wood in a

vigorous younger forest removes 1.47 pounds of carbon
dioxide from the atmosphere and replaces it with 1.07
pounds of life-sustaining oxygen. Carbon dioxide
accounts for about half of the world’s greenhouse gases,
which trap solar rays. An old forest reverses the process,
removing oxygen and emitting carbon dioxide.
As long as America continues to plant and grow
new trees for wood products, the environment will
be the clear winner. So, in a very real sense, wood
products are the most environmentally responsible
building material anyone could ever use.

Discover
Why
Mohican
Rocks!
DiscoverMohican.com

419.994.2519
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.. HOCHSTETLER MILLING and
Black Fork Model Home
.. McKay Model Home
.. Cabin Store
.. Colonial Homestead
.. Comfort Inn & Suites
.. County Line Woodworks
.. Eicher Woodworking
.. Farm Credit Mid-America (2 locations)
.. Lehman’s
.. Miller’s Rustic Furniture
.. Mohican Little Brown Inn
.. Mohican-Loudonville CVB
.. Mohican Lodge and Conference Center
.. Mt. Hope Planing, LTD.
.. Quality Inn & Suites
.. Time & Optics
.. Woodland Rose Log Finishing

7928 State Route 241
Millersburg, Ohio 44654

330-674-1838
Fax: 330-674-0019

Dan E. Raber ~ Proprietor
144A W. Jackson St. • Millersburg, OH 44654 • Phone: 330-600-9445
Hours: Mon by Appt. or Chance • Tuesday - Saturday 9am - 5pm • Closed Sunday

 Handmade Furniture crafted on site
 Hand Forged Iron Ware
 Wooden Housewares
 Handtools
 Woodworking Classes
 Furniture Restoration
 Craft Demos
 Muzzleloading Supplies

Rustic Log Furniture (Aspen, Pine, Hickory)
Lodge Rugs • Custom-Made Furniture
Reclaimed Barn Wood • Barn Beam Mantels

Purveyor of fine handmade furniture,
tools and the highest quality period furnishings

Register now for our
Professional Log Home
Builder Seminar

G SPECI
AL
RIN
P
S

189

$

Learn from the experts how to build log
homes at our 3-day “Hands - On” Seminar,
March 8, 9 & 10.

per person

• Log stacking and construction demos by
instructors - plus “hands-on” workshops
• You will learn what’s involved in the
process from start to finish that’s
unique to log home contruction

• Free lunch provided 3 days
• Tour of our state-of-the-art kiln and
mill facilities
• Tour of our two model log homes

Register now for our
“Do-it-Yourself” Building
Seminar
G SPECI
AL
RIN
P
S

149

$

per person

• Log stacking and construction demos by • Free lunch provided both days
instructors - plus ‘hands-on’ workshops • Tour of our state-of-the-art kiln and
• What’s involved - from building it
mill facilities
yourself to being your own General
• Tour of our two model log homes
Contractor

Professional Log Home Builder Seminar $169
Please fill out this
application and
return with your
payment of $189.
This limited time
offer is only available
to the first 12 people
that apply. Each
person may bring
one guest at no
additional cost.
Call 419-368-0009 for
more information.

Method of Payment:
VISA
Check
#
(enclosed)
MasterCard
#

Expiration
Expiration

Name

Phone

Address
City
Signature

Are you bringing a guest?

Zip

State
Date

Yes

No

Return to: Hochstetler Milling, Ltd., 552 Hwy. 95, Loudonville, OH 44842

Learn from the experts how to build
your dream log home at our 2-day
“Hands - On” Seminar, April 22 & 23.

D.I.Y. Log Home Building Seminar $149
Please fill out this
application and return
with your payment of
$149. This offer is
only available to the
first 12 people that
apply. Each person
may bring one guest at
no additional cost.

Call 800-368-1015 for
more information.

Method of Payment:
VISA
Check
#
(enclosed)
MasterCard
#

Expiration
Expiration

Name

Phone

Address
City
Signature

Are you bringing a guest?

Zip

State
Date

Yes

No

Return to: Hochstetler Milling, Ltd., 552 Hwy. 95, Loudonville, OH 44842
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CABIN FEVER “The “6x6” Trophy” by Bill Dinkins
The classic lyric, “The hills are alive with the sound of music”, from the movie, “The Sound of Music”, has
captured the hearts of music-lovers for many years. An equally favorite sound from the hills, especially for
big-game hunters, is the captivating sound of a bull elk bugling during the fall rut. The unique high-pitched
“whistle” can be heard for miles as it echoes off the mountain walls - hopefully, to attract cows, as well as
warn other bulls to keep their distance. The mature bulls have large antlers with 6 points on each antler and
are called “6x6’s” by elk hunters. Trophy bulls can weigh over 1,000 lbs. and reach 5’ at the shoulders. Despite
their immense size the bulls are remarkably elusive.
Intrigued by the possibility of bagging one of these trophies, Samuel Hochstetler and three of his hunting
buddies set out for the “Big Sky” country of Colorado to Routt National Forest, north of Steamboat Springs.
This area of the Rocky Mountains is one of the few areas in our country where wild elk roam. It is this rare
mix of untamed wilderness and the site of the majestic elk, or wapiti, that makes the hunt so enticing and
adventurous.
The first leg of their trip, after reaching their destination and securing paperwork for their permits, the four
hunters preceded on a 7-mile hike up into the mountains to set up a temporary camp for the night. After
sleeping “under the stars”, while temperatures plummeted below freezing, they awoke next morning ready to
continue their arduous trek through the mountains. They had heard occasional bugling the night before and
were hopeful their base camp would be closer to a herd. Upon reaching their destination and setting up camp
they fanned out in separate directions. For two days they scoped the expansive landscape without spotting a single bull.
Finally, Samuel noticed a small herd of elk on a distant hillside several miles away. He painstakingly made his approach, always moving downwind - sometimes crawling, sometimes
walking, in an effort to remain unseen. In the distance, a cow had lifted her head several times and he thought she had caught wind of him, but after fifteen minutes of squinting through
his binoculars he realized he wasn‘t looking at her front but rather her rear end and, fortunately, she wasn’t aware of him. He did notice something else, too - a nice bull, partially hidden,
and off to the side of the herd. This was worth a closer look!
He carefully made his way along the rocky ridge above the herd and finally, after 4 grueling hours, was within shooting range. The big bull was only 40 yards away, half hidden in
the tall grass with antlers sticking up like a dead tree branch. Wiping the beads of sweat from his forehead, he steadied his bow, took a deep breath, nervously released the arrow, and
watched as the bull bolted towards the woods. After waiting nervously for an hour-and-a-half, with clouds darkening and evening approaching, Samuel decided to track his quarry - still
not sure if the arrow had found its mark. With heart pounding and legs more weary by the minute, he scanned the rugged trail from side to side, looking for any telltale signs of the bull.
Finally, 300 yards down the hill he finally spotted it - the trophy he’d been tracking all day -- the “6x6” of a lifetime!

Do you have an interesting short story about a favorite memory of a log home? Maybe it’s a childhood vacation, a weekend at the lake, or a day visiting a friend. Whatever
you remember and love to tell others qualifies. Don’t forget - a picture to go with your story makes it even more interesting. Please mail your submission to Hochstetler Milling,
552 Hwy. 95, Loudonville, OH 44842. Hope to read about your log home adventure in a future issue!

CONSTRUCTION LOANS

Build your home,
then live in it.
All with the
same loan.

Mansfield Office
875 N. Lexington-Springmill Road
Mansfield, OH 44906 | 419-747-4111

By Mt. Hope Planing

Oberlin Office
530 S. Main St.
Oberlin, OH 44074 | 440-775-4028
Wooster Office
382 W. Liberty Street
Wooster, OH 44691 | 330-264-2451
e-farmcredit.com

www.craftedinohio.com/mhp
Toll Free (888) 549-2524
s ,ARGE 3ELECTION OF 7OODS AND 3IZES
s .UMEROUS 3TAIN AND &INISH /PTIONS

7598 TR 652 | Millersburg, Ohio 44654
s #USTOM (AND 0LANING AND $ISTRESSING
s )NSTALLATION !VAILABLE

