Living the Log Home Lifestyle

Once you’re
done reviewing the
plans with a builder
If you’re totally satisfied that
and marked them up
you have found all the bugs
accordingly, send or bring
in your design with
them back to the designer.
reviewing and imagining
If there’re extensive
yourself living in your
changes you may want to
home – mark up your
have another set of
preliminary plans preferably
preliminaries done to
in red so the designer doesn’t
review before going to
miss anything.
finals. Ask your
We recommend waiting to
designer.
decide on a builder until after the
final construction documents are done.
is allows you to compare apples to apples on their
quotes. If you have already decided or are strongly leaning
toward a certain builder, give them a copy of the preliminary
plans to review.
In addition to having their design input, they can give you
their ideas on what budget you would need to build your

home. If you haven’t decided on a builder yet, consider oﬀering
to pay one to look at your design telling them up front that
you will be getting bids from several builders once the finals are
done.
Building costs vary a great deal in diﬀerent parts of the
country. e cost in your area could be substantially more than
only 50 miles away. us it’s impossible for the designer to
know all the variables.
Now is the time to scale back if you need to. is can be
done either by reducing the size of the home or cutting back
on the components. Remember it’s better to cut back on items
that are easily replaced or upgraded later, such as cabinets and
not on more permanent items like log thickness.
Once you’re done reviewing the plans with a builder and
marked them up accordingly, send or bring them back to the
designer. If there’re extensive changes you may want to have
another set of preliminaries done to review before going to
finals. Ask your designer.
Discuss your changes with your designer. ere may be a
few changes that don’t meet code, adds a lot of expense, and/or
causes a maintenance or building issue. Your designer should
be able to compromise or get the plans close to what you

continued on page 2

Which Wood is Best? By Bill Dinkins
Regardless of what you may have heard
there is no absolutely best wood for a log
home. ere are some that are better or more
suitable because of the many factors involved,
but none that are “one size fits all.” Some

manufacturers will suggest a particular species
but that’s usually because that’s the only one
they carry. With that thought in mind, let’s
take a closer look at the most commonly used
species and the advantages and disadvantages

of each shown in the chart.
e most common species, especially in
the Midwest, is Eastern White Pine. It is
rated near the top in every category, especially

continued on page 6
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The 2012-13 winter here in north central
Ohio in my opinion should go down in
history as the most perfect winter. At least in
my memory, which is going back further
than what I’d like to admit.
We had some snow but not excessive, a
bit nippy but barely zero at the coldest. Folks
got to do some skiing, sledding, ice skating,
and ice fishing.
In the winter when the lakes are frozen
over, it forces rare Arctic seagulls to head
south. Power plants release warm water into
Lake Erie causing open water holes allowing
thousands of gulls to feed. Bird watchers
know this and go to these places to watch
for rare gulls. Gull watching is at its best
when the weather is at its worst. Bird
watchers joke that you see as many species
of gulls as you have layers of clothes on.
Saturday I went gull watching wearing
seven layers of clothes and got to see seven
species of gulls.
We have had builders and clients
request 1x8 T & G through the years. New for
2013 is our 1x8 T & G that stacks the same
height 7 ¼” as our 8” logs.
Does it sound like a broken record if I say
now is the time to build your log home? Let
me give you a hint. 4x8 sheets 7/16 OSB, one
of the main components in conventional
home construction, is almost double in price
compared to what it was a year ago!
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wanted without any adverse consequences.
If you needed to have another preliminary done, review them when they come back
similar to the first round and return to the designer with your marked changes for the
final construction document.
Your architectural designer can draw your final construction documents as basic or
thorough as you desire. is can include electrical drawings and drawings of every
detail including the face of your cabinets and vanities. Color call outs of material and
even go to the extent of supervising every step of the way on the job site.
All this comes at a cost. We suggest to have the designer do the basic plan and
specify the structural parts such as foundation, footer type, joist, and rafter sizes.
Color, small details of cabinets can be done either by yourself, the cabinet maker, or
an interior decorator.
Have a good discussion with your designer of what material you would like to
have specified. ey should have a form for you to fill out with diﬀerent choices so
they know what you want.
• Start with the footers and foundation. Will it be blocks, poured, prefab or (I.C.F.)
insulated concrete forms? What thickness and height?
• Will there be a full basement or crawlspace, slap or pylons?
• e first floor joists, are they 2X conventional, trusses, or I-joists?
• What about the subfloor? It comes in several diﬀerent materials and choices.
• Log walls can be 6”, 8”, 10”, or 12” thick in various species, sizes, and shapes. (See
the article on wood species in this issue.) You will also need to decide on how high
you want the ceiling. is determines how many courses of logs you will have to go.
• What about the gables and the dormers? Do you want these solid logs, log siding,
or some other material like rustic clapboards or cedar shakes?
• e log corners, do you want butt and pass, saddle notch, or dovetails?
• Second floor loft framing can be exposed heavy timber post and beam
construction, or 2X conventional, I-joist or 2X trusses.
• e roof framing, will it be heavy timber exposed post and beam? If yes, then you
have to decide on the various ways to insulate it. Nailbase panels versus a build-up
system such as multi layers of urathene or polystyrene insulation with 2X porlins
or 2X framing with fiberglass insulation in between. Another lesser expensive
option is to use conventional framing with 2X rafters or trusses with fiberglass or
other insulation in between.
• e porch deck can be build with 2X treated, cedar and composite products, or
with a footer and concrete slab. e roof for the porch could be heavy timber
exposed post and beam construction or built of 2X materials.
• You will also have to decide on roof covering. Do you want shingles which can be
made of various material in multi-diﬀerent configurations, or sheets of roofing
which can also be made with various materials but most commonly steel, with
standard rip or standing seam in diﬀerent thickness and patterns.
• Stairs, will they be enclosed conventional, open heavy timber, or round poles with
half round stair treads?
• Railing could be most commonly log rails, or conventional rails of all sorts, made
of wood, logs, glass, metal, or even twigs. If conventional you would have to
decide on what profiles and diﬀerent species of wood.
• en there is the fireplace. It can be a true masonry fireplace with real stone, or it
can be stud framed, cultured stone faced with wood or gas fired insert and zero
clearance stainless steel chimney. Plus everything in between.
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continued on page 3

• Don’t forget the windows. You might choose a good quality
well known brand such as Anderson 400 Series, or an auction
special. ey are available in all wood, wood inside clad exterior,
all metal, or vinyl. Choices for styles of window are double
hung, casement, awning, and fixed, not to mention round top,
angle garden window, bay windows, and others. Dividers in
various styles and sizes are colonial, prairie, and traditional. Do
you want them removable, inside the glass, or outside and
inside? Of course there’s the glass itself – double pane, argon
filled, energy star, etc.

All the above are mostly choices that show up on your basic plans. ere are other choices that
eﬀect your budget as well, such as the cabinet maker, type of wood and countertops, along with wall
and ceiling coverings, drywall versus 1x6 and 1x8 T & G. Floor covering can have a large impact as
well, not to mention the interior doors.
en there are all the colors to decide on – everything from the stone to the shingles.
Generally colors don’t make a large impact on the cost. Still there are certain items that do. Take
windows as an example. Let’s say you choose the Anderson brand and you would like them red. Red
will limit you to their more expensive class of window, whereas if you choose sandstone it would be
available in their more economical window line.
Designers don’t need to be involved with the color selection. Builders and suppliers on the other
hand will need to know for certain things in order to give you an apples to apples quote.

• What about the front door? Are you wanting side lights?

Note: This is an ongoing continued article on Steps to the Good Log Home. To read more, either order back issues or go to www.HochstetlerLogHomes.com

• If you are planning a garage breezeway or
sunroom, you will have to decide on
material for them as well.

Have a good
discussion with
your designer of
All these material choices can
make a big diﬀerence on the
what material you
final cost of your home.
would like to have
specified. ey should
Your designer will need to
have a form for you to
know what materials you want to
fill out with diﬀerent
use and if they have an idea of
choices so they know
your targeted budget, help you
what you want.
navigate through the material maze

Next: Selecting the Right Builder.

VISIT OUR MODELS
Hours: Mon., Tues., Wed., & Fri. 9-4pm; Thurs. 9-6pm; Sat. 9-2pm; Closed Sun. Other hours by appointment.

DIRECTIONS:
Take SR 60 5 miles north
of Loudonville to SR 95.

The McKay

The Black Fork

Turn left on SR 95
to the McKay model.
Turn right on SR 95
to the Black Fork model.

and find the right balance.

Hochstetler Milling, Ltd. • 552 St. Rt. 95 • Loudonville, OH 44842 • 419-368-0004 • 800-368-1015

Sept. 13 & 14, 2013

See our Mill-Direct Newsletter at our website www.HochstetlerLogHomes.com • 3

In the 50’s, the rolling hills of central Ohio, northeast of
Columbus, held fertile farmland with fields of corn, wheat and
beans; and pastures with white-faced herefords - bordered by
picturesque woods and streams; and dotted by two-story white
farm houses with wrap around porches and red bank barns. Steve
Williams remembers it well for that was the location of the family
farm where he grew up, along with the childhood memories. Just
days before anksgiving 1984 that beautiful old farm house burnt
and Grandma never returned home to the farm. When his grand
mother passed, the farm was split in two and his mother then
owned the half where the old house and barn stood. e barn and
other out buildings fell into disrepair until one day Steven and his
father decided to restore the farm to its original condition. Steven's
mother knew just how much that farm meant to her son and one
day after hearing they were looking for a place to build, gifted this
family farm to her son. After several years of painstaking work done
by Steven and his father to clear the land, Steve and his wife,
Ginny, began planning for their future home. It would stand atop a
hill in the same spot that the old machine shop stood, overlooking
the surrounding area where he had once worked and played.
ey attended a log home show in Columbus and followed up
with a visit to Hochstetler Milling’s McKay model. is was what
they had envisioned, only smaller. When they met with the builder,
Mahlon Hochstetler, over a cup of coﬀee and showed him their
“napkin plan,” the log home they had dreamed about was starting
to take shape. It would be a cozy, one bedroom, one-and-a-half
bath, plan, just for the two of them plus their dogs. Ginny had
been involved in a serious auto accident, so they wanted everything
on one floor to assist her. e master bedroom and bath even had
outside access - just in case a ramp would have to be built later on.
ey both loved the simplicity and convenience of the openconcept great room that the McKay had, as well as the full-length
front porch, where they would have an unobstructed view of the
surrounding landscape and the plentiful wildlife. In the morning
there would be deer grazing along the wood line or eagles soaring
high above the cornfield - followed by breathtaking sunsets in the
evening. ey even added a 5’ long horizontal window in the
bedroom, which would oﬀer an ever-changing panoramic view
throughout the day, almost like turning the pages of a calendar. By
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adding a rear deck they could
“follow the sun” from dawn ‘til
dusk. Instead of the McKay’s
two dormers, they would have
three to illuminate the kitchen,
great room and bath during the
day. e “napkin plan” soon
gave way to preliminary
blueprints.
In March of 2009, the
blueprints of their home were
finalized and actual
construction began. Just before
Christmas - the Williams’ were
able to move into their new home and enjoy the holidays. Although it is only a little over 1300 sq. ft.,
it is designed to fit their lifestyle and plenty large enough suﬃcient for the two of them - plus their
dogs (4 Italian greyhounds and 2 miniature pinchers). e home actually appears much larger when
entering from the front door due to the open-concept great room and
cathedral ceiling. e focal point is the stone gas fireplace on the rear wall
which keeps the large room “toasty warm” and provides the ideal meeting
place for family and friends. Ginny is an interior decorator and her antique
collection is evident throughout the house. ere is the country cupboard in
the dining area that they rescued from the house fire and refinished; a unique
coﬀee table with various small antiques under a glass top; and a hand-hewn
mantle from an old barn beam from dear friends- just to name a few. Another
unique treasure is a miniature, hand-carved Noah’s ark, complete with all the
animals, which sets atop the mantle (oﬀ-limits to the puppies since Noah’s
disappearance). In the bedroom, Ginny’s doll collection is on display, some
relaxing on the bed and others spaced around the room on tables.
Like many owners of a log home, the Williams’ love of the back-to-nature lifestyle that
is evident of in the decor and furnishings throughout. ey are daily reminders of dear
friends and fond memories. When asked what she likes most about her log home she
replied, “I don’t have to paint the walls.” And, like many other log home owners, she also
loved the warm, inviting ambience and the soothing feeling the wood provided. Steve was
appreciative of the opportunity to build on the 32 acres his family had owned and the rich
heritage that was part of it. So “coming home” was much more than buying a strange piece
of land and building on it. It was keeping family memories and traditions alive.
For additional information about the home of Ginny and Steven Williams, please
contact Hochstetler Milling at 800-368-1015.

Would you like to have your home featured in a future issue? Please submit pictures
and a few words to Hochstetler Milling, 552 St. Rt. 95, Loudonville, OH 44842.
If selected, someone will call you for an interview.
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Which Wood is Best? ... from page 1
ton and Oregon, which, because of shipping
adds to its higher cost. It is commonly used in
the larger log sizes, especially 6x12 and 8x12
square.
Southern Cypress is another quality species
used for logs. Since it comes from the southern
coastal states it is well-suited for the deep south
and its extremely humid temperatures. Like
both cedars, it is also very resistant to mold,
mildew, and insects, but virtually impossible to
kiln-dry because of its high moisture content
and resistant to giving up its moisture.
Whichever wood you choose be sure to protect it with a quality stain. Purchase a stain
specifically formulated for logs. Above all, it
should contain a UV inhibitor and be waterproof, while still allowing the log to breathe.
We conduct an extensive weather test on leading stains and would be happy to make a recommendation. Most dependable log-specific
stains will require 2 coats and should last 3-4
years. Don’t make the mistake of purchasing a

R-value and shrinkage, and available at an affordable price. We purchase all our pine cants
from sawmills north of the Ohio River, assuring you of a top-quality northern species and
an outstanding value. As you can see in the
chart White Pine is extremely versatile and
suitable for all areas of the country, especially
the Midwest.
Northern White Cedar is also a popular
choice, and has the highest R-value of any commonly used species. Like any cedar, it has a
high resistance to insects and decay – but still
must be periodically maintained and stained
like any wood. White Cedar is a smaller tree so
there will be more joints to contend with, and
also costs more (about $9.000 more for a
McKay Deluxe Package.) Most of our White
Cedar comes from northern Michigan.
Western Red Cedar is also highly resistant
to decay and insect infestation and is easy to install with low shrinkage. It is a large tree found
in the northwestern states, especially Washing-

cheaper stain that you will have to recoat the
next year. You can take several measures to
extend the life of your stain. No. 1, shield it
from direct sunlight as much as possible by
having large roof overhangs (at least 2’) and
covered porches. No.2, if possible, orient
your house so it’s protected by trees, especially on the south and west sides where the
sunlight is the strongest.

Footnote:
Hochstetler Milling Ltd. Provides all 4 of these most commonly used species on a regular basis. However we can also
provide various others such as Yellow Pine, Aromatic Cedar,
and Hemlock.
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... HOCHSTETLER MILLING and
Black Fork Model Home
... McKay Model Home
... Comfort Inn & Suites
... County Line Woodworks
... Eicher Woodworking
... Log Cabin Furnishings
... Mohican Little Brown Inn
... Mohican Lodge and Conference Center
... Mt. Hope Planing, LTD.
... Quality Inn & Suites
... Walnut Creek Log Furniture
... Mohican-Loudonville Visitors Bureau
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CABIN FEVER

My Dark Little Secret by Bill Dinkins
A fishing trip to Canada has always been an annual, much-anticipated event for me since my college days - and the
farther north the better. Some years it seemed like James Bay was just down the road. And, ten years ago the
destination was no exception.
What was the exception was this was the first trip I would take with my son’s father-in-law, Arnold. He was a
strapping 6’3”, 220 lbs. - more than enough to balance my little bass boat. But he seemed enthusiastic about the trip
and I was happy to have a new fishing buddy along.
Arnold was a relative novice to the sport of fishing for his real passion was chasing cottontails through the brambles
and bushes with his beloved beagles, Pete, and sidekick, Repete. Nevertheless, I figured in a week’s time I could teach
him how to “cross the eyes” of a few bass. What I hadn’t figured was his rather unorthadox casting technique. He
repeatedly “launched” his casts about 40’ up into the air, and about 10’ out from the boat. Not exactly the best recipe for
catching fish, especially bass.
The first day we headed out it was rainy and overcast with a nice “walleye” chop on the water. Unfortunately, we
weren’t fishing for walleye, and judging from our livewell, not doing too well with bass either. After beating the water to
a froth for two hours with my “go-to,” never-fail purple worm and coming up empty handed, I dug deep into my rusty
tackle box for something else. Ah-ha, an old black Jitterbug residing in a corner seemed to stare up at me and say, “try
me.” Well, I had nothing to lose so I tied it on and quickly cast it toward an isolated lilly pad. When the water “circles”
disappeared, I snapped the rod tip. It looked like someone had thrown a cherry bomb under the lure as a nice bass
exploded from the water. I held on as he did his “ballet” dance across the water and Arnold grabbed the net. That was
the first of many bass that day and Arnold was growing increasingly impatient, muttering something about how I had
snookered him by using a “secret lure.” The little black Jitterbug had saved the day and earned a more prominent place
in the tackle box in the process.
That evening, we had our traditional fish fry, and although Arnold wasn’t too happy about his success on the water I
noticed it didn’t seem to diminish his rather prodigious appetite. And with the warmth of the crackling fire in the old
fireplace the day ended on a happy note for both of us. That was the first of several fishing trips we took - and the last
one he took without an ample supply of black Jitterbugs.
The dark little “secret” was no longer a secret.

Do you have an interesting short story about a favorite memory of a log home? Maybe it’s a childhood vacation, a weekend at the lake, or a day visiting a friend. Whatever you
remember and love to tell others qualifies. Don’t forget - a picture to go with your story makes it even more interesting. Please mail your submission to Hochstetler Milling, 552 St.
Rt. 95, Loudonville, OH 44842. Hope to read about your log home adventure in a future issue!

