Living the Log Home Lifestyle

Among the exciting things visitors can expect
to see include:
• Log Cabin Workshops
• Self-Guided Log Home Tour
• Mill Tour
• Johnny Appleseed
• Hand-Peeling & Hand-Hewing
• Lumberjack Competitions
• Log Cabin Raising
• Log Home-Related Exhibitors
• Silent Auction
• Amish Food, Pastries, & Ice Cream
• Much More!
Make plans today to attend this educational
and fun event for the whole family. See our
special 4-page pull-out section inside for
more information and a schedule of events.

History of Hochstetler Milling - Part 3 By Levi Hochstetler
which was mostly warehouse space, a
silo for shavings storage, along with a filter system. Then the day came to replace
the old planer with a state-of-the-art
Yates American. This was a hard move
for me because of sentimental reasons.
However, it was a needed move in keeping up our quality second-to-none.

Our first model, the McKay, was
built in 2003 at the intersection of State
Routes 60 and 95. Before, we didn't
have much to show prospective customers who wanted to see something
that was built.
From 2003 to 2010 our primary goal
was to grow less in volume and more in
continued on page 3

Hochstetler Milling, LTD

The year of the big move was '97,
when we moved the business 19 miles to
5 miles north of Loudonville to the
"Edge of Paradise." We had moved the
family there earlier in '95. Moving a
business makes personal moves seem like
child's play. But we wanted our business
near our home. This is sort of an Amish
tradition. It helps keep our families close
by being together more for meals and
also for the occasional emergency. While
moving was a chore, the 13,500+ square
foot heated building we moved into was
like day and night compared to the
4,000 square foot open faced shed we
moved out of.
From '98 to 2003 we had phenomenal growth with our log home packages.
During this period we went from less
than 50 to more than 150 per year. Reflecting this growth, another 15,000
square feet were added to our facilities,

552 St. Rt. 95
Loudonville, OH 44842
800-368-1015

The fall season is around the
corner, which here in the Midwest
brings nice weather and cool
evenings. "Good sleeping!" As a
bonus we get treated with colorful
leaves and scenery that even the
best painter can't possibly convey
on canvas, the natural beauty.
Fall also brings with it excellent
building weather. Dryer weather
than in the spring and cooler than
in the summer could easily increase a builder's productivity by
25% over spring and summer. For
outside work, productivity in winter could go down to nearly half.
Log Cabin Days is coming right
up. Hands down the log home
tour, seminar/workshops, and exhibitors are the big draw along
with a mill tour. Sometimes,
though, the simple things are what
give us the most pleasure. If you
have a wood lot you might try to
take the forestry tour (1/2 mile
walk). This should be as interesting
as it is educational. It will be held
at 3:00 p.m. on both days. If you really want to take it in, you might
want to sign up beforehand as we
can only accommodate a limited
amount of people. To sign up go to
the forestry booth in the main exhibitor area.
When staying over, don't forget
to ask for your Hochstetler Milling
discount at the few participating
motels. Bring the whole family for
two days of fun-filled activities!

Log Cabin Days is slated for Friday, September
17 and Saturday, September 18 at the
Hochstetler Milling site 5 miles north of
Loudonville, Ohio.
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By Levi Hochstetler

Log Cabin Days - Sept. 17 & 18
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A VIEW
FROM
THE MILL

Fall 2010

FEATURED NEW FLOOR PLAN

Making your House a Home

The Meadow View

One of the things that makes a log
home so unique is its intrinsic charm.
Very few other homes provide you with
the setting to decorate your home in a
manner that reflects your lifestyle as
honestly and convincingly as a log
home...especially if you love the outdoors. So, to make your log house
YOUR log home, you can start by displaying items such as heirlooms, antiques, various collections...basically
anything that holds a special memory.
One lady had a unique collection of
small items, like old silverware, displayed in an antique pie safe in the din- A saddle is prominently displayed to
highlight the “Southwest Theme” in
ing area, while a beautiful crystal
this
house.
chandelier hung above the antique dining table. In the kitchen, an old butter
and items from the Southwest, where
churn stood in the corner and a limited she once lived. The home was lavishly
edition collection of dinner plates were
furnished with paintings and wall hangplaced on a shelf above the sink. In the
ings, as well as a saddle she once used.
great room an original oil painting of
There was little doubt where she was
grandpa, set on a tripod, greeted the vis- from, even to the most casual observer.
itor. You can see how important these
The basic materials, the logs and
items were to the family since they
timbers, are what make the log home so
served as daily reminders of cherished
warm and inviting, and give you the
memories from the past.
unique opportunity to decorate without
Another customer, an outdoorsman,
worrying about wall colors, although you
had a unique collection of fishing lures.
may want to add a touch of color in
Everything from the venerable Arbogast
some areas. For instance, one customer
Jitterbug to the red and white Daredevle
used tongue-and-groove panels in the
were proudly displayed in cases on the
lower part of her bathrooms and drywall
wall, as well as the trophy bass he caught
with a rich faux finish above.
with them. The vast collection contained
These are but a few ideas on how
lures of every size and shape in virtually
some customers decorated their homes
every color. An old metal sign read, "Wel- to reflect their individual lifestyles...and,
come to the Nut House," showed a squir- in the process, made their houses
rel with cheeks bulging and hung above
THEIR homes. With some thought and
the door. I'm sure that confirmed the
effort you can do the same.
thinking of many of his friends!
A retired gentleman had
an impressive collection of old
movie posters from the 40’s
and 50’s. "Gone with the
Wind" and "West Side Story"
were his favorites. In addition,
each was signed by the leading
actors and actresses who appeared in those movies.
If you are a photographer,
why not frame some of your favorite shots from a vacation or
family get together? Our grandchildren love to see themselves, especially when they are
celebrating special events like
birthdays and holidays.
You can also create around
a theme. We had one cusA cherry dining table beneath an antique heirloom chandelier highlights the dining area.
tomer decorate with colors

The Meadow View has the curb appeal of log homes costing much more; from
the unique centralized custom window in the great room to the exposed timbered
gables. Inside, the “eye-catching” features continue with the large fireplace and timbered ceiling in the great room; master bedroom with adjoining walk-in closet and
master bath; and chef-size kitchen with island and pantry. Convenient, step-saving
features include the first-floor oﬃce and laundry room. Upstairs, the loft oﬀers a
dramatic view
of the great
room below
plus two bedrooms and a
full bath. The
Meadow View
is the answer
for today’s active lifestyle.
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History of Hochstetler Milling
quality. One of the greatest improvements affecting the
quality was acquiring our own dry kilns. Before, we had
to depend on others to kiln dry our materials. While
they did a good job, it's not like the quality control you
have when operating your own dry kilns.
Another quality improvement in drying was made
by adding enough yard space to air dry our logs first
before they go into the dry kiln. This gave our logs
the advantage of both slow drying that you get with
air drying, along with the benefits you get by kiln
drying - setting the pitch, killing any larvae that
might be in the wood, along with drying them down
a little further thus less settling.
These improvements that give our customers
added peace of mind is well worth the additional cost
for our packages.
Adding experienced design talent was an improvement that often goes unnoticed but is nevertheless an
important added value for our clients that need that
service. Often we sit down all day with a client to
come up with design solutions to their unique situation. Today each of our designers have more than 20
years experience with most of it being in log and timber construction.
Log Cabin Days, with its educational workshops, exhibitors, demonstrations, and log home tour, has proven
to be a very popular event. In 2009, 1,800 people

continued from front page

showed up for it from 20 different
states.
Realizing how many people
and their families have come to
depend on Hochstetler Milling
brings a humbling feeling of responsibility that is hard to explain.
Besides my own family there are
employees, haulers, builders - all
with their families, along with suppliers, banks, and most importantly, both past and future
customers that have a vested interest in what happens to the business. With this responsibility and
the way things are in the economy,
making decisions takes on a new
dimension.
It brings me joy to see our
oldest children taking an interest
Hochstetler Milling’s manufacturing facilities today.
in the business. They already
help make decisions along with
working in the shop. I'm looking forward to working of it now sits at the entrance to the Mohican State Park
as a tourist information center. How appropriately,
with them the next 24 years.
maybe
it will help someone else “find their way” to the
Two years ago my old office gave way to make room
"Edge
of
Paradise!"
for a new office model, the Blackfork. After working in
it for so many years it was hard for me to see it go. Part

ASHLAND COUNTY
Enjoy our many sporting events, horse shows,
symphony, ballet, theatre, concerts and festivals.
Tour our beautiful farms, drive our scenic country
roads, and browse our unique specialty shops.
Will you have a great time in Ashland County?

Absolutely!
Ashland Area Convention and Visitors Bureau
211 Claremont Avenue, Ashland, Ohio 44805

877-581-2345
www.visitashlandohio.com

VISIT OUR MODELS

Hours: Daily 9-4pm; Sat. 9-2pm; Closed Sun. Other hours by appointment.
Directions: 5 miles N. of Loudonville on SR 60 to SR 95. Turn left on SR 95 to the McKay model.

419-368-0004 • 800-368-1015

The McKay

The Black Fork

Hochstetler Milling, Ltd. • 552 St. Rt. 95 • Loudonville, OH 44842
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Cedar Creek Cabins Makes Dreams Come True
In 1999, Samuel Mast took a break from his usual work
in masonry to help another builder construct a log home
from Hochstetler Milling. He enjoyed working with logs
so much that he started his own company, Cedar Creek
Cabins, and has been building log homes ever since.
Mast is located in Crab Orchard, Kentucky. He not
only builds log homes throughout Kentucky, but also
serves northern Tennessee, southern Ohio, and southern
Indiana. While his crew of seven employees has occasionally constructed a traditional home, for the past 6 or
7 years Mast has worked almost exclusively building log
homes supplied by Hochstetler.
Why does he focus on log homes?
"I simply love to work with wood," explained Mast. "I
find the craftsmanship involved in woodworking very rewarding."
Samuel prides himself on building a relationship with
the homeowner. "We'll get as involved in the project as the
homeowner wants us to be. We can put up the log shell, or
do a complete turnkey construction from start to finish."
When building, Mast feels as if he's making a customer's dream come true. "I'm there for the customer. For
most people, this is their dream home. So I love creating
any special features they may want. I really enjoy doing
that for them."
Last year, Mast built the Clear Fork, one of
Hochstetler Milling's models. Instead of using standard
square timbers that are easier to work with, the customer
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requested using natural round timbers. "It required more
customizing - like hand drilling holes and cutting with
chain saws. But it is that kind of custom work that I especially enjoy doing for a customer."
Asked about what recommendations he would make
to anyone planning to build a log home, Samuel was
quick to respond. "Take your time to do research and be
comfortable with who you choose. But you can't beat the
quality of materials and service you'll get from
Hochstetler Milling!"
If you're interested in having your log home built in
the Kentucky and surrounding area, contact Samuel
Mast of Cedar Creek Cabins at 859-326-7795.

If you are dreaming of a log home, already own a
log home, or are just interested in the more basic
things in life - then Log Cabin Days is for you.
The highlight of Log Cabin Days is the selfguided log home auto tour benefiting the American
Cancer Society. Thanks to a few selected log home
owners agreeing to open up their log homes for this
two-day special event. You have the rare opportunity to see the inside of their private log homes. We
will be taking a suggested donation of $10 per couple or $15 per vehicle benefiting the American
Cancer Society. Last year the tour raised over
$2,000 for them. If you want to see all the log
homes on the tour, plan on most of one day
for it.
We are very excited about our line-up of

speakers to lead our free workshops. Keynote this
year is our seminar presenters on interior designing
by Inez Philips and Michele Mosley of Pine Tree
Barn. You will have the rare privilege of tapping in
and learning from this premier design team and
their vast experience including log homes. The timing of their presentation should enable you to do
both the log home tour and the design seminar the
same day.
Jennifer Reed of Farm Credit will be talking
about financing your log home. These days you can't
get too much of that. She will be explaining how to
come up with a doable budget for your log home.

Lumberjack competitions Fri. 4-6 & Sat. 11-1.

Again this year, Jeff Davis from Sikkens will be talking to us about log home maintenance. This has
proven to be a very popular workshop to both current log homeowners as well as future owners.
Bill Dinkins will be doing the Log Basics 101,
which is helpful in selecting log sizes, wood species, &
profile types for your dream home. As a bonus, Bill
Loughrie from Anderson Windows will fill you in on
everything you need to know about doors & windows.
continued on next page

SELF-GUIDED
LOG HOME TOUR
One of the eight homes on the tour.
Pick up tour map at Information Booth.
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There will be various exhibitors too, showing
their wares including interior and exterior wood finishes, cabinets, solid oak furniture, log home furniture, rustic western type furniture, bent hickory
rockers, windows, and both interior and exterior
doors. Local, as well as national, builders and log
stackers will be on hand to answer all your construction questions, along with a bank that specializes in
log home lending to take care of all the financial
questions you may have.
This could be one of the largest compilations of
Amish rustic log home furniture makers ever assembled in this country. Hint: bring your trailers!
Watch a log home building crew build an actual
log cabin from start to finish. This 13' x 24' with an
8' porch on the end is on skids and sized to be
shipped on the road. It will be auctioned off at 4 p.m.
on Saturday the 18th. This would make an excellent
guest or hunting and fishing cabin. If interested contact us for more details.
You can tour the mill at your leisure, and watch
log home logs being milled. The mill is scheduled to
be in operation both days. You will also be able to
step inside one of our dry kilns and see first hand
how the kiln works to dry lumber.
There will also be demonstrations of hand hewing,
hand peeling, portable band sawing, and chain saw
carving. You won't want to miss the lumberjacks,
who will be competing with ax throwing, crosscut
sawing, and ax chopping.
There will also be plenty of fun things too.
Watch amateurs and not-so-amateurs compete in

the log stacking contest for the prize. Or better yet, compete yourself. Meet Johnny Appleseed, scheduled both days from 1:00 to
4:00 p.m. Take a real Amish buggy ride or educate yourself with forestry information and
take a forestry tour scheduled both days at
3:00 p.m.
Also, but sure and sign up for a free bundle of white pine seedlings, and don’t forget
to register to win a free chain saw carving.
Highlight for this year's silent auction is a
kitchen cabinet that fits the McKay or Hudson plans. This cabinet is made of beautiful
knotty alder wood and has a solid surface
counter top. You can also bid on items such as an
Amish quilt, hand-crafted log home related items including rustic furniture, bird feeders, and clocks. Totally unique is a breakfast for 10 in an Amish home.
Enjoy homemade ice cream, delicious kettle
cooked popcorn, fresh pressed apple cider made in
an antique cider press, apple butter being stirred, an
Amish bake sale, and Amish food including barbequed chicken, noodles, potato salad, and open-kettle
baked beans, along with dessert.
Come early on Saturday morning. Breakfast will
be served starting at 7:00 with scrambled eggs and
bacon done on an open kettle, real stuffed sausage,
pancakes, and delicious cinnamon rolls.
Proceeds from the sale of refreshments, bake sale,
and silent auction will benefit the Mohican
Parochial School and the American Cancer Society.
Last but not least, both our models - the McKay

and Black Fork - will be open for tours as well.
Our goal is to make Log Cabin Days an enjoyable
2-day event that is both educational and
beneficial for the whole family.
Don't miss it - see you there!

COME MEET
JOHNNY APPLESEED
FRIDAY & SATURDAY
1PM – 4PM
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FREE
ADMISSION

ONE OF THE
LARGEST COLLECTIONS
OF AMISH RUSTIC HOME
FURNITURE MAKERS EVER
ASSEMBLED IN THE U.S.
FORESTRY TOUR - FRIDAY
& SATURDAY 3PM
SPECIAL LOG CABIN DAYS PULL-OUT SECTION • 7

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

SEPTEMBER 17
12:00
1:00
2:00
3:00
4:00

SEPTEMBER 18

Interior Designing
Log Home Financing
Log Basics 101
Log Home Maintenance
Windows & Doors

10:00
11:00
12:00
1:00
2:00
3:00
4:00

Interior Designing
Log Home Financing
Log Basics 101
Windows & Doors
Log Home Financing
Log Basics 101
Log Home Maintenance

• Amish Oak Furniture Co. - Solid oak furniture
• Anderson Windows - Exterior doors & windows
• Andy Nisley - Fresh grown produce
• Buckeye Log Homes - Local log home builders
• Coalway Stoves & Fireplaces
• Cookin’ Tyme LLC - Heavy kettles for outdoor
cooking. Will do demonstration
• Country Line Doors - Rustic interior doors
• Dan Pinney Construction - National log home
builder
• Eicher Woodworking - Kitchen cabinets
• Farm Credit - Log home financing
• Hiland Supply - Safe fireplace chimney liners
• Keep Sake Furniture - Exotic furniture
• Larry Rogers - Exotic Wood Display
• Levi Yoder - Hickory bent rockers & furniture
• Log Cabin Furnishings - Rustic furniture
• Mt. Hope Planing - Hardwood flooring
• Oak Ridge Log Furniture - Rustic log furniture
• Ohio Dept. of Natural Resources - Forestry
• Paeblo Southwest Shops - Copper sinks, tubs
• Raymar Log Homes - Local log home builder
• R. K. Rustics - Rustic log furniture
• Richardson’s Greenhouse - Landscape display
• Ron Obrecht - Scroll saw demonstration
• Sansin - Interior & exterior finishes
• Sikkens - Interior & exterior finishes
• Tree Farm of Ohio - Forestry - Free E. White
Pine seedling & forestry tour
• Walnut Creek Furniture - Rustic log furniture
• Walnut Valley Log Homes - Local log home
builders

Log Cabin To Be Auctioned
First Knox National Bank • Troyer Gas • Hipp Trucking
Rick Hawkins • First Choice Energy Services • Quality Sips

This log cabin (floor plan shown to left) will be erected
at Log Cabin Days and will be auctioned off by
Bachus - White Auctioneers at 4:00pm on Saturday.
Does not include interior walls.
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QUESTION:
A builder told us that we can't use the nailbase panels as they aren't vented, and that
the shingle company won't warrant the shingles on them.

See us at the show!

Why is this and should we be concerned about this?

ANSWER:
For years builders have used mostly fiberglass insulation in the roof. Because of condensation coming through the fiberglass you had to vent it to get rid of the moisture.
In nailbase panels though, think Styrofoam cups. No condensation can get through,
so no need to vent to get rid of it.
Concerning shingle companies, their motivation is to look for something to get out
of warranty claims. And yes, there are a few that refuse to warrant their shingles on
nailbase panels. Simply ask and go with a brand that does.
With my involvement with nailbase panels for over 25 years, we have yet to experience the first problem with using them. They are especially good on cathedral ceilings where there are valleys that are difficult to vent using fiberglass.
If you have a question, please submit to Levi Hochstetler at 1-800-368-1015 or
mail to Hochstetler Milling, 552 St. Rt. 95, Loudonville, OH 44842.
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At Home on the Water
For Bob and Vickie Billings, the
decision to build a log home was an
easy one. Vickie had lived in a log
home previously, and Bob had always
appreciated the beautiful setting a
log home provides. It was Vickie who
researched various log home manufacturers, and together they chose to
go with Hochstetler Milling.

"The choice was an easy one," recalled Bob. "We were very impressed
with the quality and the value of
their product. And after visiting
their model home, we were sold!"
This would be a second home for
the Billings’, who were looking for a
retreat from their primary residence
in Reynoldsburg, Ohio. They found
the perfect location
at Candlewood
Lake, a gated community near Mt.
Gilead, and purchased a scenic lot
right on the water.
Bob and Vickie fell
in love with the design of the Hudson,
a standard
Hochstetler model.
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Its upstairs gabled windows and long
front porch were ideal features for
overlooking the lake. The Billings
made very few changes from the
original blueprints, other than adjusting the wall of a closet or two.
In spring of 2005, Mahlon
Hochstetler and his crew from Buckeye Builders began construction.
"Mahlon was fantastic to work

with, and we quickly became
friends," says Bob. While Buckeye
Builders constructed the shell of the
log home, Bob's flexible schedule as
a college professor allowed him to
do much of the interior work. "I ran
all the electricity, and did all of the
staining. I'm most proud of the interior doors, which I built myself
using leftover material from the log

CLO.

home package. I think they
look pretty good!"
According to Bob, the
completion of their home was
a little bittersweet. "We got
along with Mahlon and his
crew so well, we were sad to
see them go."
Today, the Billings split time
between their Reynoldsburg
house and their log home at
Candlewood Lake, where they
enjoy the tranquil atmosphere.
While the home is equipped for natural gas heat, Bob mostly uses a log-burning
fireplace to maximize energy efficiency. A moose head, acquired from an
Alaskan taxidermist, hangs over the fireplace in the great room and adds to the
log cabin's warmth.
36' SHED DORMER
One of Vickie's favorite features is the 100-year old claw
foot bathtub they installed in
BATH
BEDROOM #3
#3
11' x 11'1"
the master bathroom. After
LOFT
traveling out of state to pick it
15'5" x 13'11"
up, Vickie spent countless
hours sanding and finishing it
BEDROOM #2
13'8" x 15'11"
to perfection.
OPEN TO BELOW
Recently, the Billings
added a gazebo onto the end
of their front porch. After purchasing the gazebo from
SECOND FLOOR
Berlin Gardens in Berlin, OH,
they used materials acquired
from Hochstetler Milling to
tie it expertly into their existDECK
14' x 9'10"
ing deck - where they spend
much of their time enjoying
the view of the lake.
M. BATH
DINING
KITCHEN
9'6" x 7'6"
9' x 9'
BATH
When asked to sum up
11' x 9'
#2
their log home living experiWIC.
ence, Bob was quick to reply.
"First, find an ideal location.
Our lot is on a peninsula
GREAT ROOM
M. BEDROOM
17'10" x 18'3"
where our home overlooks the
13'8" x 13'6"
water from three sides. And
secondly, I highly recommend
Hochstetler Milling. I just
can't say enough about their
COVERED PORCH
quality of materials and
craftsmanhip."
DN

CLO.

STORAGE

STORAGE

REF.

DN

28'

DRESSING

LIN

CLO.

8'

UP

36'

FIRST FLOOR

Would you like to have your home featured in a future issue? Please submit
pictures and a few words to Hochstetler Milling, 552 St. Rt. 95,
Loudonville, OH 44842. If selected, someone will call you for an interview.
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CABIN FEVER

In Quest of the “Grand Slam”
by Art Holden

See us at the show!

SEE US AT
LOG CABIN DAYS!

If you live in the Midwest you know how brutal the winters can be, how
“cabin fever” seems to last forever, and how Spring is welcomed with unbridled
enthusiasm. So this spring my brother, Don and I quickly accepted my brother,
Ed’s, invitation to join him at his place on Cranberry Lake in New York to help him
with repairs on his boathouse and hopefully, wet our lines.
The weather can be very unpredictable in early May, but if you’re prepared with
the appropriate clothing, the fishing can be fantastic. This spring was unusually
cool and our quest for the “Grand Slam” seemed a distant afterthought. But on the
last day, Ed and I decided to boat to the shallower end of the lake in hopes of finding fish in the warmer waters. As we proceeded down the lake we ducked in and
out of the many bays, trying to stay away from the whitecaps on the main channel
while bouncing oﬀ many submerged stumps along the way. We did manage to
catch a few pike and bass until Ed hooked into an immovable object. Perhaps a
large pike? No such luck - this was a large stump. We motored over towards the
stump but were abruptly halted by another stump lurking just under the surface.
That’s when a Physics principle became clear. (Energy in motion, stays in motion). Well, Ed’s kinetic energy sent him into the very cool drink. Luckily, he didn’t
hit the stump and only his pride was hurt. I helped him back in the boat, soaked
clothes and all, but minus a rod. We quickly rigged up another rod with a huge
muskie spoon and imposing treble hooks, hoping to snag the missing rod. Returning to the area, we spotted the rod on top of a large Hemlock stump about 8’
down. Ed lowered the gigantic spoon directly over the stump and gave it a jerk. A
solid tug followed. What he pulled up though was not the rod but a nice black
crappie. The only black crappie we’ve ever caught in Cranberry Lake - and incredibly, directly under the boat in only 8” of water! Despite all the commotion, man
and pole overboard, the fish hit that spoon.
At week’s end we had our “Grand Slam”, a 17” brown trout from the Oswagatchie River, a 19” smallmouth, a 15” largemouth, and a 40” northern pike. And,
of course, the aforementioned black crappie.
Do you have an interesting short story about a favorite memory of a log home? Maybe
it’s a childhood vacation, a weekend at the lake, or a day visiting a friend. Whatever
you remember and love to tell others qualifies. Don’t forget - a picture to go with
your story makes it even more interesting.

SEE US AT LOG CABIN DAYS!

Please mail your submission to Hochstetler Milling, 552 St. Rt. 95, Loudonville, OH
44842. Hope to read about your log home adventure in a future issue!

