
Step 1 Financing Budgeting – See
Spring 2011 Newsletter

Step 2 Finding Property – See Summer
2011 Newsletter

Step 3 Picking the Style – See Fall 2011
Newsletter

For back issues, please call Hochstetler Milling at
800-368-1015 or find the newsletters on-line at 
Mill-Direct.Henley-Graphics.com.

Determining Your Room
and Space Needs

Anyone even remotely interested in
building a log home should start a dream
wish file. Whenever you see something
you like in a magazine, tear it out for fu-
ture reference. Keep them organized as in
exterior ideas, kitchen ideas, great room
ideas, etc. Remember to also consider
landscape ideas and small details like
electrical box covers, doors and windows,
along with stains, floors, faucets, and any
other items that catch your eye.

When visiting friends or touring

model homes, taking pictures can become
a valuable source of ideas as well.

Make a room space wish list. Then
separate them into a four column priority
list. Column #1 would be absolute must
haves, column #2 would be needs but not
quite as important, column #3 would be
more of a want than a need – but would
be nice to have if budget allows, and col-
umn #4 would be least important but if
you could have at least a few of these it
would be nice.

It might look something like this.

Winter 2011 - 2012Living the Log Home Lifestyle

Each year Log Cabin Days seems to get
a little bigger and a little better. 2011 was
no exception. The annual event, held Fri-
day, September 16 and Saturday, Septem-
ber 17, was once again a resounding success
for the American Cancer Society
since over 400 people went on the
log home tour and contributed
$2,163. to this very worthy cause.
This popular, fun-filled family event
attracted over 3,200 people from 25
states and from as far away as Cali-
fornia, Arizona and Florida. Activi-
ties included a lumberjack
competition, chainsaw carving, a
silent craft auction, free seminars,
booth displays, a mill and log home
tour, plus plenty of good, old-fash-
ioned outdoor cooking. Children

were drawn to the “petting zoo”, which in-
cluded an Alpaca, pony, baby calves, pup-
pies, kittens and rabbits - and each animal
received lots of attention.  The highlight of
Log Cabin Days is the self-guided auto tour,

which afforded people the rare opportunity
to sample the log home lifestyle by touring
nine area homes (plus our two models) and
viewing them inside-out, as well as talk to
the owners. Most events at Log Cabin Days

Log Cabin Days Was a Huge Success
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With Log Cabin Days behind us,
things have quieted down to the nor-
mal hum here at the mill.

We want to thank those that came
to Log Cabin Days. Hopefully every-
one enjoyed themselves as much as
we did and found it both beneficial
and educational.

Also we thank all the exhibitors,
speakers, food vendors, demonstra-
tors, and employees. Without them
there would be no Log Cabin Days.

Thank you, thank you, and bless
the homeowners who opened up
their homes for the log home tour to
complete strangers benefitting the
American Caner Society. I’m sure that
anyone who has been touched with
cancer will thank you as well. (Who
hasn’t?)

The latest addition to Hochstetler
Milling is our own stain test lab. We
get lots of claims (some bizarre) from
different stain manufacturers, so we
decided to do our own testing. We
commissioned Joseph Hochstetler to
head it up. He has over 30 different
exterior stain finishes on a rack from
20+ companies ready for the
weather. There will be more on this in
future newsletters.

With historically low interest rates
and building material relatively low
cost, along with builders looking for
work, 2012 might well be the “year of
the opportunity of a lifetime” to build
your dream log home. This is on top
of almost guaranteed price increases
after 2012 on everything from 
concrete to shingles.

Merry Christmas!

A VIEW
FROM

THE MILL
By Levi Hochstetler

Steps to the Good Log Home

Priority #1 Priority #2 Priority #3 Priority #4

Kitchen Master Bedroom Fireplace Theater Room
3 Bedroom Master Bath Guest Bedroom Den
Great Room Garage Office 3 Car Garage
2 Bath Walk in Closet Sunroom Library
Laundry Mudroom Sewing Room
Closets First Floor Laundry
Dining Room

continued on page 2

By Levi Hochstetler



FEATURED FLOOR PLAN

The Lexington is as eye-catching on the outside as it is practical on the inside. It

features the majestic stone chimney  flanked by the two large dormers, expansive

custom windows and post & beam porches on the outside and great room with

beamed cathedral ceiling on the

inside. 

Designed for today’s lifestyle,

it offers a roomy master bedroom

with adjoining walk-in closet and

master bath, spacious laundry /

mudroom, plus a second

bedroom or office - all on the first

floor. The dining area is centrally-

located and conveniently opens

out to the rear deck.

Upstairs, there are two more

bedrooms (one with a walk-in

closet), a full bath, loft, and

bonus room with plenty of room

for the kids’ toys, dad’s trophies

or mom’s sewing creations.
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Depending on your situation, as in a retirement home, the garage might be on the pri-
ority #1 column. Or if you’re planning to have a parent live with you, then a mother-in-
law suite might be in the #1 column.

On your 4 column priority list, enter an approximate desired size of each room. To de-
termine room sizes measure your current rooms, and then make them bigger or smaller
according to your future needs. When visiting friends and they have a certain room that
feels just right, ask to measure it to use for your own guideline. Remember that the bigger
the room, the more cleaning there is to do and space to heat, whereas a room too small
can be crowded and feel uncomfortable. Having an open floor plan where kitchen, din-
ing and great room are all together can help make a small home feel less crowded. This
will also allow you to have some flexibility. One example is when having family over you
can extend the dining table into the great room and vise versa.

Be realistic. It would be very difficult to fit 4 bedrooms into a 1,500 square foot home.
When the budget is the issue (which is quite often the case), consider moving a few bed-
rooms to the basement. A garage can also go to the basement, but be very careful to make
sure it is properly vented and sealed off from the living spaces. A bonus room above the
garage can be an inexpensive living space for a bedroom, theater room, game room, etc.

Everything is a compromise. Even if your budget is a million dollars, you can’t possi-
bly have everything. Prioritize by thinking how much time would you spend in any given
space. If you love to cook, have a nice kitchen and dining area so you can. Love to enter-
tain? Consider porches, decks, and outdoor cooking areas. Will you entertain every week-
end, or only twice per year? If it’s only a few times per year, then invest in other areas that
you use more often. A point that comes to mind is a large corner tub, which looks very nice
and romantic in a master suite, however how often would you use it? If it’s very seldom, then
consider putting in an elaborate shower instead.

Here is a partial list of rooms and spaces you might consider.

Great room
Living room
Family room
Gathering room
Kitchen
Walk-in Pantry
Pantry
Breakfast Room
Bar
Eating area
Dining room
Wash room
Powder room

½ Bath
# Full bath
Dressing room
Master bath
Master bedroom
# Bedroom
# Closets
# Walk-in closets
Laundry 1st floor
Breezeway
Mudroom
Service entry
Entry

Foyer
Stairs Down
Stairs up
Bridge
Loft
Common area
Crows nest w/ Cupola
Computer nook
Nook
Alcove
Office
Study
Sewing room

Mother-in-law suite
Library
Den
Gallery
Man cave
Lounge
Game room
Wet bar
Theater room
Storage
Happy area
Workshop
Utility room

Furnace room
Sunroom
Atrium
Interior court
Covered porch
Outdoor kitchen
Deck
Patio
Terrace
Garage
3-car garage

Steps to the Good Log Home 
... continued from front page

FIRST FLOOR

SECOND FLOOR

LEXINGTON

48’
24’

40
’
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For 20 years, Scott Lyons dreamt of one day
owning a log home - possibly building some-
where in the Carolinas or elsewhere along the
east coast. But when he lost his first wife to can-
cer, his dream was put on hold.

When he met Susan a couple years later,
they hit it off and were soon married. He shared
his log home idea with her, and she was quickly
on board. While scanning the newspaper from
their Lexington, Kentucky home, they came
across an ad for scenic waterfront lots on nearby
Lake Cumberland. It was the first step to realiz-
ing their log home lifestyle.

They purchased an acre and a quarter lot that
overlooked the lake on one side and its main
feeder creek on the other. The Lyons’ spent many
weekends at the lake boating and meeting their
neighbors. They compared the other homes in
their gated community, all the while gathering
ideas for their own home – a process that took
close to two years.

Scott’s background is in real estate, and he
used his experience to draw his own building
plans, with the desire to create as authentic of
log home as possible. He referenced many log
home magazines, and visited several regional sup-
pliers. He met with experienced log
home builder Samual Mast, who recom-
mended he consider Hochstetler Milling.

The Lyons’ traveled to the
Hochstetler plant in Ohio, where Scott
showed Levi Hochstetler his custom
plans. They forged a relationship, made
adjustments to the prints, and broke
ground in August of ’07.

Lyons acted as the general contractor
and used local workers to prepare the
lot, taking care to orient the home to
take advantage of the view of the lake
and creek, and allow driving into a
lower level garage. Samuel Mast con-
structed the log home inside and out,
which features an entire wood interior.
A special touch is the all-log interior
stairway, which visitors have raved
about since completion of the home in
March 2008.

The Lyons love the openness of their
design. “The large foyer opens up to the
living room and open dining/kitchen area, with
a loft overhead, “ Scott described. “We can en-
tertain a quite large group of people without
feeling crowded. And our overnight guests
enjoy the upstairs bedrooms, which each have a
private balcony that overlooks the lake.”

Lyons has been greatly impressed with the
home’s heat efficiency. “We went with a wood
stove insert in our living room fireplace, and it
will heat the entire house even on cold days. If I
could give any recommendation, it would be to
spend the extra money on premier roofing, as
we did. The extra insulation will pay off greatly
in the long run.”
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Lyons’ Custom Designed Home
Overlooks Lake Cumberland
Lyons’ Custom Designed Home
Overlooks Lake Cumberland



Susan Lyons handled the interior design, doing such a beautiful job that Scott suggested she should
do it for a living. It was the final touch in making the Lyons’ log home dream a reality.

If you would like more information on the Lyons’ custom log home, please contact Hochstetler
Milling at 800-368-1015.

Would you like to have your home featured in a future issue? Please submit pictures and a few words to
Hochstetler Milling, 552 St. Rt. 95, Loudonville, OH 44842. If selected, someone will call you for an interview.

FIRST FLOOR

SECOND FLOOR
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Hochstetler Milling Featured in
Log Home Living Buyer’s Guide
Log Home Living, the nation’s premier & largest-circulated log
home magazine, has chosen to feature a Hochstetler Milling
home on the cover of its 2012 Buyer’s Guide. The magazine,
which encourages the dream of log home living, prominently
displays the home of Clayton and Susan Livengood with a full
front cover photograph, as well as an 8-page feature article and
pictorial on the inside.

To get a subscription to Log Home Living, call 800-234-8491 or go to www.LogHomeLiving.com. 
They offer a free issue when you purchase a year-long subscription.
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Log Cabin Days... continued from front page

are free and include a lumberjack show featuring axe-throwing, 2-man crosscut sawing, and
wood chopping; chainsaw carving, hand-hewing and hand-peeling demonstrations; educa-
tional seminars; booth displays with furniture and furnishings especially suitable for a log
home; a log home raising and auction; plus, a log home model, mill and kiln tour. Visitors
could even sign up for a free packet of white pine seedlings and register to win a free chainsaw
carving. The silent auction was once again a popular activity. An authentic Amish quilt with
captivating geometric patterns, and numerous handmade items including clocks, bird houses
and feeders, even a decorative windmill  - were displayed and sold. You could even bid on a
scrumptious, full-course breakfast for 10 at an Amish home. 

Skilled Amish craftsmen built a small 13’x24’ log cabin with an 8’ front porch, and came
complete with log exterior walls, windows & doors, and roof system with metal. This weather-
tight cabin was designed to be trailered to your building site. The winning bidder was Lowell
Price from Galion who submitted a bid of $15,000. The winner of a $100. gift certificate to
Lowe’s in the log-stacking contest was Mahlon Hochstetler of Brinkhaven with a time of 3.30
minutes, while Samuel Mast won the chainsaw carving of the mantle. The lumberjack com-
petition attracted a large crowd each day as participants vied for the category championships.
This year, the big winner was Derek Dustheimer, who won the axe-throwing contest both
days. The 2-man crosscut sawing was won by Jim & Derek Dustheimer on Friday and Dirk
Mechstrotch & Dave Berlet on Saturday. Derek & Jim made 2 cuts through a 8x8 timber in
the amazing time of 7.14 seconds. In the Jack-and-Jill crosscut sawing Angie Dustheimer &
Derek Dustheimer took first place, while Jarod & Rick Hawkins took home top honors in the
wood chopping competition. In the ladies’ nail driving competition Angie 

Dustheimer and Linda Hawkins were the Friday and Saturday winners, respectively. 
Rich Hersha, a well-known and published home designer, headed up the slate of seminar

speakers. His often unique ideas about designing your log home to fit your lot and lifestyle was
particularly illuminating. Other speakers included Dale Daniels of Willo’dell Nursery on land-
scaping; Jennifer Reed of Farm Credit addressed financing; David Grom of Sikkens talked about 
maintenance; Bill Loughrie of Andersen handled doors and windows; and Bill Dinkins gave an
overview of log species, profiles and packages in Log Basics 101. Later, a panel of experts held a
question & answer session for those with specific questions about the log home building process.

The mill and kiln were open for tours and a “close up and personal” inspection of the log
process. In addition, the inventory area of the mill was converted to booth space where a vast
array of products designed for the log home - including solid oak furniture and decorative fur-
nishings, cabinetry, windows and doors were displayed. An old-fashioned foot-driven lathe at-
tracted a curious crowd as did the landscaped display complete with flowers, trees and shrubs.
Experienced log home builders were also on hand to discuss your plans for building your
dream home. 

Outside, old-fashioned demonstrations included a pony-driven flour mill which showed
how grain could be processed. A blacksmith with his furnace and an old cider press demon-
stration also attracted much attention. The food tent was, once again, a popular stop with
mouth-watering barbecued chicken and noodles highlighting the menu. Other treats in-
cluded homemade ice cream, kettle-cooked baked beans and apple butter, kettle corn, fresh-
pressed apple cider from an antique press, and Amish baked pies and pastries. The tentative
date for next year is slated for Sept. 14 & 15. 
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R.K. RUSTICS
Log furniture handcrafted from

weathered red pine
• Bedroom
• Living Room
• Dining Room

• Gun Cabinets
• Benches
• Custom Work

Robert Keim - Owner
Monday -Saturday 8-5

1 mile S. of Harrison Road on right (back long lane)
9821 Hogback Rd. • Fredericksburg, OH 44627

For more information, please write and we’ll call you back.



As a young lad and without the means to travel any distance and fish from a boat,
my Uncle Sol, and I would often venture down to a local river, named the Tippecanoe, in
northern Indiana, where we would fish from the river bank. Sol had a nice, new
baitcasting reel and matching fiberglass rod while I had a hand-me-down cane pole
with string. No matter, I loved to fish, and besides I enjoyed the great outdoors. The
Tippecanoe was a long, winding river teeming with a variety of wildlife ...especially
birds. Warblers, redheaded woodpeckers, bobwhites and an assortment of songbirds
serenaded us as we sat quietly on the bank.  

We would often catch bass and panfish in the quiet eddy below the small rapids and
sometimes have enough fish for a tasty dinner for my family of 16. Mom, Dad, and my
10 brothers and 3 sisters. We liked to get an early start, so the sun was just coming up
when we left our house. Sol and I would each put our fish on a red and white rope
stringer and place a sizable rock on one end before tossing the fish out into the clear,
cold water. When we got home, Sol would always divide the fish up evenly - one large
fish for him and one small one for me. Later on he would mention how many big fish he
had caught, while I stood by silently. Sol’s older brother, Harvey, decided to take us
down to the river one day and see for himself Sol’s prowess as a fisherman. While Sol left
momentarily, I decided to try out his fishing rod. I had never cast it before and when I
launched my first cast, it showed. The wooden Jitterbug landed across the river
embedded in a bush at water’s edge. I yanked once...twice...three times, to no avail.
Finally, the fourth time was the charm. The branch snapped and the lure rocketed back,
a full 1’ above the water. Suddenly, a large bass erupted from the water and deftly
caught the lure in flight. This was the Michael Jordan of all fish!

This bass was not finished showing off yet for he “trampolined” from the water
another half dozen times before Harvey and I slid him up onto the bank. We didn’t
measure him then but Sol thought he was at least 18” long ... and at least 3 lbs. (I think
he was closer to 20”... and pushing 5 lbs., but then I realize I’m 85 now and my memory
could be a little foggy).

When we did return home that eventful afternoon, Sol insisted the lunker was his
since his rod was used, but Harvey set him straight. “No, no, no ... Mel hooked that fish,
rather unconventionally, I must admit ... and landed it. This time you can tell everyone
that Mel caught the big one and you caught all the little ones!” 

Do you have an interesting short story about a favorite memory of a log home? Maybe
it’s a childhood vacation, a weekend at the lake, or a day visiting a friend. Whatever
you remember and love to tell others qualifies. Don’t forget - a picture to go with your
story makes it even more interesting.

Please mail your submission to Hochstetler Milling, 552 St. Rt. 95, Loudonville, OH
44842. Hope to read about your log home adventure in a future issue!

CABIN FEVER

e Flying Fish by Bill Dinkins
... Overheard story of Mel Hochstetler


